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the community, ſeemed. to prefent to us 


grounds on which'to build our c, 
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France, indeed, had loft its government z ; 
but the people of France had' not, could - 
not, ſhake off thoſe different modifications 

of character which under it they had ac- 
quired, We fill foy diſtinctly remaining 
the various claſſes of the community tao | 
which the nature of the old _ ions h. 
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We 48 in | the nobility and deer un 
ſurre und hs throne, : a claſs of 


men 
7 6 x 


an ene governm ment 5 d ſtar aol them, | 


h hithey had book a; by the man- 
ner in which they had lived; holte fortunes a 
had fallen a victim to the enormous extra- 
vagance encouraged by the Court, and wo 
Had been ſubſequently maintained in their 
luxurious habits by the corrupt profuſion of 
it; and in that deſcription of thoſe two or- 
| gers, who, remote from the Court, lived in 
the different provinces, we beheld men prac- 
ticed in the exerciſe of that little village» 
tyranny, which their ſuperiority had autho- 
red; accuſtomed to enjoy thoſe exemptions 
and privileges gn which they habitually | 
i prided themſelves, and which taught them 
18. went welk n n as. almoſt a 


of 
. We | 


| * In the Cabiere of the oiitys 8 48 ir of che 
| States General, we find them ſteadily demanding, that 
all their feudal rights ſhould be confirmed: that the 
carrying of arms ſhould be ſtriftly prakibited to every 
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4 


loved the conſequence. they ds An 
Jooked with auen at that, excluſive 


FRY 


body, — — : that the! E arrangements 


of the militia ſhould remain on its old footing ; chat | 
| breaking up parks, and incloſing commons, ſhould be 


prohibited: that the nobility alone ſhould: be eligible to 


enter into the army, church, &c. chat lettres de cachet 0 
ſhould continue: ; that the preſs ſhould not | be free; and ; 


in fine, that there ſhould be no free corn trade. | Thoſe 


of the clergy maintain that the liberty of the 


laws againſt it ſtiould be renewed and execute: 


6 i F, 14 5 


diviſion of canons, ang to revoke the Ot: Wing 


incloſures, | „ 


7 1 x Wh Wy 5 ; E 8 
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ny 


over 


the ſtate ha „ 
poſe the fical oppreſſions of the Court, 


Si, 


ought rather to be reſtrained than extended: that the 
admiſſion into religious orders ſhould be, as formerly, | 
at ſixteen years of age: that lettres de cachet are uſe- 
L ful, 5 even neceſſary. They ſolicit to prohibit all 


In che middling orders of ſociety we law 


many, who had acquired afſluence by the 
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whole evidmnilty with an idea of libe 


which their habits rendered them incapable 1 
* OY pls 


In the lower orders, which bore i in mum- 
bers an infinitely greater proportion to the 
others than it happily does in this country 
where property is diffuſed, we ſaw human | 
nature in an abject ſituation indeed! a 
people gevoid of all property, who looked 
alone to the labour of their hands for their 
daily ſupport, and who were in many in- 
ſtances robbed of a great proportion of the 

Pittance they could earn, that no eneroach - 
ments might be made upon che xem 
and privileges of the other orders 
ing for the wants of the ſtate, and the PR 
ant corruption of its court; a people ren- 
dered in their nature eruel, by the habitual 


want _ hates they had. experienced A. | 


ir | Juperiora; and bag | 
from 


> Though I could give many e of the . 
olf the lower orders i in France from my own knowledge, 
5 and refer to eloquent paſſages i in the works of the 

| writers of that country, deſcriptive of the fad e 
to which they were reduced, I chooſe to confine myſelf 
to the following extraQts from the works of Mr. Arthur 
Young, which, as, they were recommended by Mr. 
5 Reeves and his afſociation, may | be ſuppoſed to furniſh 
that increaſed conviction the mend ae when it ex; 
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? rraQhs a fat from an unwilling witnels, Oo 5 
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A as 8 76 bene FS in Fe . 
than in England, it may be inferred, that all thoſe 
dlaſſes which depend on labour, and are the moſt 
4 in —— are 76 per cent. leſs at their caſe 
3 eee ee 450 and 
in health, than the ſame claſſes in England, \notwith- 

ſtanding the immenſe quantity of ee eg rg and 
| age ppear: e ee 


* Walking up « 2 long kill to caſe tay mare, Twas joined | 
by: a 4 woman, who  complainedoft the 25 and that | 
it 


+ 


* | only twentyreight. Aa: Engliſhman; who hes tra 


62 1 
lh” parts of e 
1 75 . who ſaw proſtrate 1 e 


from 


it x was, FY «fat. country; 1 9 my Lies = reaſons 
dme ſaid, her huſband bad but 2 morſe] of land, ; one cow, 
and a poor little horſe, yet he had a 'franchar (42 21b. )of 
wheat, and three chickens, to Pay a as 2 quit-rent to one 
ſeigneur ; 3 and four franchar of cats, one chicken, and 
1 L. to pay to another, befide very heayy tailles and 
other taxes. She had ſeven children, and the cow s 
1 milk helped to make the ſoup. It was fajd at _ 

| that ſomething was & be done by ſome great folks. for fuch 
poor ones, but ſhe did not know who or howz but God 

Aon better, car les tailles' & tes droits nous tergſont. 

This woman at no great diſtance might have been taken 

for ſixty or ſeverity, her figure was ſo bent; and her face ſo 


3 — imagine the figure made by infinitely the 

greater part of the country women in France: it ſpeaks, 
ae dt, hard and eres labour; I ami Sica 46 . 

think, that .choy-work harder han the wens and: th | 


A —.— of flaves i into che world, deſtroys abſolutely | | 


3 Py 
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all ſymmetry of "perſon, an and every feminine appear- | 
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e To | what ace we, to aher th Glens in 
4 manners 0 of t 
Th Government. 1 
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asd in e e e eee the 8 


who ſuſfers, attracs notice j but where. do we find 


che regiſter of that Seigneurs 
ſantry, and his eractions of feudal ſervices, i en thoſe 
| whoſe children were: dying around them for want of | 


| bread? Where do we find. the minutes that aſſigned. | 


theſe. ſtarving, wretches to ſome vile petty-fogger, to be 
Heeced by impoſitione, and a mockery of juſtice, in the 
ſeigneurial court? Who gives us the awards of the in- 


_ weight on the poor, who. wers fo unfortunate pn in be 
his neighbours ? Who has dwelt ſufficiently upon ex- 
. all: the ramiſication of delyotiſin, regal, ariſto- 


: $74; 


* G7 


exatical, and eccleſiaſtical, pervading, the whole maſs 
K . aid, the 


of 1 42 927 942 


Bb people e; reaching, like A circu 5 


Faucher les pris” 4 55 
baut egard peur * Gobi % den aurre ier 9 
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5 al the lays. and, inflitaions under which 
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moſt diftant le of 88 — 
; neſs ? Tn theſe caſes, the ſufferers are too ignoble . — 8 


1 known, and the maſs too indiſcriminate to be pitied. 


3 * 


„ 1 1 2 


- if be 


An Engliſh reader will ſcarcely underſtand it, without 


being told, that there were numerous edicts for pre- 
ferving the game, which prohibited weeding and Boeing, : 
leſt che young partridges ſhould be diſturbed; ſteep- 
ing ſeed, leſt it ſhould injure the game 3 ue ' 
Vith night foil, leſt the flavour of the pa tridg 
be injured by feeding on the corn ſo produ 
ing hay, &c. before à certain time, fo late 26 e ſoil 5 

| apy PO ER e, Would 


5 1 pay re rent To a cottage. 20 


| What are ve to think of demanding, 48 bo 


EINE 


bivres, ger their fuel in the woods; their tailles 15 to. : 


; 24 ſous: as much for capitation, and 4⁰ fix n hs af 
Houta the ropds. 5 


2 ; g XI, 35 
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as to happen no one could acen- 


ne bela, it would have required the 


5 87. Groncr,—They eat buck-wheat made in nery . 


f thin cakes without leaven. 


Pigeon. —Poor v women picking hs! into their 


aprons to feed their cows with, and ſomething like 
_ this 1 have remarked, more or leſs, all the way from 
Calais; it conveys an idea of d and want of em- 


Fe 353 Fe. 75 1 . 


vi 


7. 


Fatir Live vote; hay; mich 0. the wid? is 


barley and buck-wheat, and many have nothing elle 


but this and water, unleſs eyder happens to by very 


f cheap ; their fuel what wood they can ſteal. 


be pn * Ba N 8 5 che G are | 


al dreſſed in great trowſers like breeches, many of 
chem with naked legs, and moſt with wooden ſhoes; | 

. 8 e eee and features to 
. e worked than horſes, 


E | 15 
Lrons—A room "for. a matufadturer 3 200 60 300 
livres, and houſe rent of all Jonny dear; 20,000 


| 7 people are now (790) ſtarving: yet charities of alſorts | 


do not amount to leſs than a million of bre, a ver. 
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which brought to their recollection ti 


f 66 J 
eit ef prophecy, and fir exceeds the inirrow- 
bounds of the intellect of man. To Rave 
foreſeen the eſtabliſhment of the Conſtitu- 8 
tion of 1 78 9 ;—the Revolution that enſued. 


in Auguſt 1792 the attempt to eſtabliſh 


a republic, and to conduct che government 5 


by means of the intellectual powers alter 1 
nately operating on the paſſions: and the” 


reaſon of man ;—the ſubſequent dominion 
of anarchy, the cruelties that attended it — 
and the extent of the emigrations that 
during theſe different changes would take | 
1 was 5 impoſſible. | . 


But an analyſis 65 the clements of SE 


t this, ſociety. was formed, might have con- - 


vinced any one, that to the debaſed 1 


of many incapable of bearing the fad wy 
verſe. of fortune, of viewing the ſcenes; 


former power and ſplendour; emigrs 


mus > 
4" S 


v pit irlelf as 2 Ae; 
—that if a government was to be formed 

by the joint efforts of the nobili ity and clergy | 
that remained, and the middling g orders whom 
the ſcene had brought: forward, it would 
naturally partake of a limited monarchy; that | 


as the influence of name and nobility gra- 


8 dually diſappeared, the efforts of the mid · 


dling orders, from their averſion to any ching 
that approximated to the ancient ſyſtem, | as. 
well as from the nature of the opinions | 
which in theory they had been accuſ- 
tomed 1 to bold, would make them reliſh, and a 
| induce their leaders to attempt the eſtabliſh- 
ing a republic 3 and that, laftly, habituated 
to nothing but change, the paſſions and am- 
bition ition oft the lower orders, broke looſe from. 5 
all reſtraint, ſhould produce ſomething like 
| that extraordinary ſcene of. mhich we have 
7 all been witnelſes, VVV 
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The progreſs Was natural, and, even if 
| there had-been no interference of external 
force, it ſeemed to flow from the nature 
. and character of thoſe who were unfor- 
tunately concerned, and the. ſituation in 
which they were left. T0 anticipate the 
ſcenes of horror, which of neceſſity muſt have 

- enſued i in this laſt ſtage of the buſineſs, was 
dat from which moſt would naturally re- 

| volt but there were none who forced them- 
"ſelves to ĩt chat co uld reaſonably doubt 5 
the extent to which they would arrive.— 


The uninformed man who never faw power 


- exerciſed, but with a view to the ber 2 
N him who poſſeſſed it when he ac- 8 

| quires it, regards. it naturally as the privi- 
lege to play the tyrant. The cruelties and 

| oppreſſions of men broke looſe from che 
chains of power, are always in proportion 
to the weight of the chains with which they | 
| have been . A mob in London ge- 
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nerally t terminates with the breaking of a 
few windows, or at moſt, with the deſtruc- — 
tion of a few houſes. An inſur 
amongſt the negroes in the Weſt Indies 
ends in the murder of the flave-drivers, too : 
often i in that of the b n 


ter's s s whole Emily: 


3 WW" 23 7 8 728 


We ought not, we cannot juſtly, aſeribe 
to the new ſyſtem thoſe ſcenes which me 
ſo often diſguſted us 3 to contemplate it is a 


1 — 


taſk ſhocking to Human; ; but conſtrained 


to it, the diſce 
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ng eye diſcovers alone : 
the natural conſequences of the vicious ab- 
urd y of the old ſyſtem. Its enormities ies 
- afford a ſtandard by which you may accu- 
15 rately commenſurate the fad extent of the 
opprelnd ion over the poor, which Woe the 
en monary or France was exciſed. 
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the, horrors it has occaſioned. It: is the 1 


relle gion, that there exiſted i in our finance 
| the utmoſt proſperity, and With good : 


vs WH 4.9 


PEN? 


man gagement no chance of their get- 
ting into that ſtate. of: diſorder which 
| produced the Revolution , in France, that £ 
Loh has always convinced me that there could = | 


| 2 22 natural. 3 by: a ſimilar Litua- 
| 
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2% x 7 1 Eee 4 * . 5 


8 - 
* 


1 | 5 TT js.the convidtion, that : at call 1e che 
| * of that unrelenting love of blood. that 


attended it, which ſeemed to be the! 


| z _ 425 itimate 5 
a offipring « of its government, of. 5 
i 


ſe racks 


I] and Baſtilles that it looked to, 20 yppett: 3 
1 ; 7 


50 the viſe mul of o our r Conti non 1 
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| : : „ wer, 4 could he prom. under, the g 


wiſdom of thoſe who wiſhed to c: | 
_ theteld at an early period, to e me. Piggy 


jo 2 however, that has Fn vn 
me of the progreſſive tendeney that 


things had in France to the ſituatien in 
which they now are; and that would have 
ught that we gould ev 


how a e toi coating in the internal 5 
Bulstions of another government, if L could 
have loſt fight of that right vrhich exiſts in 


every community to form laws and inſtitu- 


Bꝛons for its interior regulation, that prin- 
Ahle upon which che independence of na- 
Guns reſts—if ever. I could have foreſeen ie 

moment when views of expediency would 

mare ſanctioned the interference of this 


_ . country for ſuch a Purpoſe,—to applaud! the 


-- folly of thoſe who put of it 
the moment in which this Fs ao A 
5 . e deltroy it at its birth might have 


: ; 1 
e 2 
3 A : 4 = 
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11 us inte 


aw 


1 
een, perhaps, an eaſy, if a defirable taſk ; 
we know what it is to cope with it when 
its Sin ee 0” moos to. ma- 
ne lt e .20687h 


"SY . ſtem which this country wiſely | 
at firſt purſued, permitted it not to think 
that it could have a right, that the time 
could ever arrive When it would | be. at 
dient, to ene e 


oy tn he mot 5 and folemn mode 


ö ducted the government exp FE "ITY in 
his Majeſty” s ſpeeches from the Throne, we 
bad the happineſs to ſee the right of inter- 

ference diſclaimed; the expediency of it re- 

probated; the proſpet . of our continuing | 

n peace held out with ſatisfaction; and the 
| | hope of the general peace of Europe, wilely 

ſtated to us as a commercial nation, as. f it 

a TT +7. a 


deeply concerned our kale In its in- 7 


creaſing riches the country felt cke b 

of this conduct; in the happineſs which - 
they enj joyed, the -people felt the bleflings : 
of it; in the tendency which it had to pre- 


ſerve in the minds of foreign powers that . 


idea of conſequence | we had acquired by 
our ſtruggle againſt ſo many nations dur-. | 
a yg the latter period of the American war, 
mankind ſaw the policy of i it; the nation 
| | bniverſally marked it with their approba- > OY 
tion, and they were apparently as unani- 5 
mous for maintaining it as ever they have 
beer for the's war —in in reality much x more fa . 
VVV 
That ben has bod however AN 
; E and, at a late period, we have been 5 
Ty plunged i into a war, the object of which, as . 
the fermentation of the Public opinion 
$ ſeemed! likely to ſympath ne with it, has 
ſucceſſi — ;—firſt, t to be the fe | 


treaties $i" ag to. 1 An 555 the 
Scheldt, and the repeal af the decreg 
of the I9th November z next, compenſa- 
tion for the - paſt, and ſecurity for thę 
future; and and laſtly, the deſtruction of that 
Syſtem of government or anarchy that pre- 
valls in France ; and this is now held out 


Hat we ee to e ourlelres f 

to any of the two firſt objects, I ſhould 
have here thought it it "neceſſary, | before call. 
ing your attention to the probable conſe- 
quences | which would. bye. reſulted from 
perſevering i in that ſyſtera j in which ye firſt 
embarked, or from adopting | that ſyſtem 
which we are now purſuing, to have ſtated 
to you 0 a emernig the origin of 


5 


75 * 
the firſt at of al: but it by. no 
means points out who, in the ſpirit of the 
law of nations, is the aggreſſor. . When I 
conſider, however, that we have now em- 
barked for the avowed purpoſe of Saving 
ourſelves, by deſtroying the prev valent l — 


1 — — 


tem, in France ; 3 when I learn from that 
2 conſideration, that as ſelf-preſervation ne- 

| ceſlarily « calls forth activity, War muſt at all | 
1 events have inevitably | been reſolved un 0 n in 


che breaſts of thoſe who could entertain this 
| idea; and that We ſhould. of courſe have | 
5 been now in the fame ſituation whatever 
Z line of canduct F. rance bad purſued, unleſs 
the had given up chat ſyſtem , of interiar 
management which it is our object to de- 
ſtroy, 1 ſhould think 1 Was engaging you in 
| an irrelevant and, Un . e 


115 N 


"Aating ie hon dhe achte that 
ended enn remained 


F- 76 J- | 
=o peace, 1 ſhall be cautious to ſay nothing 5 
that reaſon does not authorize; ; I will not 
give ſcope to my imagination; I feel the 
Rrength of my argument too much to think 
it requires it; I ſhould weaken it in my 
own eſtimation by riſking the chance of 
raiſing ſuſpicions 3 in your minds were Ito 
indulge it. And I cannot but feel, that it 
would be unfair to arraign. the judgment of ; 
4 thoſe who have brought on the war, by 
ſuppoſing that it was Practicable for them 
to foreſee the unfortunate events h 
enſued, or the enormous, expence into 55 
which we have been led. I will do them 
the juftice t to ſay, that 1 do not believe there ” 
exiſt many individuals, who, if they could | 
have foreſeen all that has happened, and 
viewed the proſpects which we now poſſeſs, 
would have given way either to views of 
intereſt or feelings of alarm, to ſuch a de- 
gre as to prevent their ſupporting the mo- 
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i 4 / ; 


th: t have 5 
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tion of Mr. Fox on the 4 8th. December, | 
4 1792, which might have happily ſecured 

to the country a chance of accommodating 
5 the then e differences. : 


" "Aj the time we 1 10 the war, we 
had experience of the advantages which 
our trade and commerce had derived from 


peace, and of the national proſperity that had 


enſued from our perſeverance i in it. And 
if the impoveriſhed ſtate of the people of 
thoſe countries, who had antecedently en- 5 
gaged : in hoſtilities, had diminiſhed in cer- 5 
tain inſtances the demand for our manu- 
factures i in ſome of thoſe markets to which 
| they uſed to be carried, whilſt. it exhibited 
to our eyes a picture of the conſequences 
1 attending war, from which we might have 
© . benefited, the eſtimation i in which we were 
held afforded a reaſonable proſpect of our | 
: being able, by mediation, to check the. evil 
| if 


4 
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if it became important ; and by reſtoring 


peace to Europe, to ſtop the growth of that 


habit of the love of military glory and en- 


terpriſe, which was entwined with the ex- 


iſtence of the monarchy of France, though. 


under the newy ſyſtem i it had not as yet had 


time thoroughly | to take root. If unfortu · 

nately we had not ſucceeded 3 in immediately | 
reſtoring general peace, we had at all events 
the advantage, from the neglect which had 7 


pervaded the | commerce of other countries, 


in conſequence of the confuſion in which 5 
they were involved, of, i in a manner, mo- 


nopolizing the trade of Europe. If the 


fate of ſome of our manufactures was likely | 
to be reduced, it was probable. that in 


others it would be much augmented; ; the : 
demand for the pottery of Staffordſhire might 7 
have been diminiſned; but the looms of 

Yorkſkire and Lancaſhire, and the furnaces 


of Birmingham, were, from the ſi tuition 5 
of 


Mi 


of Europe, ſure of increaſed employment; 
and the receipts of the country, on the 
whole, were likely to be much extended 
If hoſtilities were perſeveret in by the other 
powers of Europe, we had the proſpect of 
at leaſt enjoying that ſatisfaction which 
would ariſe from ſeeing our riches and our 
reſources increaſing, and our debts dimi- 
niſhing ; whilſt thoſe of our rival were la- 
viſhed in unproduQtive expenditure, and 
her people loſing the habits of productive 
labour. The nature of tlie warfare in Which 
France was engaged, as it involved her in 
: great expence, and furniſhed no employ- 
ment for her navy, held out no ill Brounded 
hope of a general negleck f in her marine 
department; and the extinction of her com- 
merce annihilating in a degree the ndrſery 
for her ſeamen, taught us to fatter our- 
| ſelyes, that” by perſevering in peace w we 
5 W ſee our © only ri rival on the ſea gra- 
2 duaily 


ey 


1 * . 


| dually loſe 4.5 means and the habe: of yy | 
playing her ſtrength on that element, and 


: offered- to us at once the pleaſing and the ; 


ban proſpect of being able to maintain the 
dominion of the ocean with increaſed cer- 
tainty and diminiſhed e, 


6 


| "When the hn of ns peace arrived, 
we had, by purſuing this line, the happi- 
neſs to foreſee that the increaſe: of our ca- 
pital, the diminution of our debt, and con- 5 
ſequently o our taxes the habits of in- 
: duſtry which we. muſt have acquired, the 
improvement in machinery, which time, CE 
ingenuity, and enterpriſe inſure, would have | 


= enabled us to maintain our commercial ſu- 


periority, and to meet in every market in A 
che world our old rival, even though from . 
tie diminution and equal ization of ber 5 
taxes, from the additional energy of. her | 
new government, and from the enjoy! er 


1 


4 wery ever 5 to commerce, the. 


2 ſhould: ſtart with advantages the effects of 
" which'we had not heretofore experienced; 
And by thus increaſing our induſtry and 


opulence, by extending our cominerce, ve 


were led with certainty to anticipate its efs 


feets in raiſing our importance abroad, 


8 whilſt, by the wealth and happineſs enjoyed : 


. home, it was equally certain fundamen- 
1 nally to eſlabliſh the love of our confſtis 


| turion in the heart of every man. For 8 
4 Perm our commerce, let our conſtitution! 


ryive 3 involves a paradox that it 
would be treating your e with | 


e to eige- r 6 


T4 1 3 "ot 10 4 Fo) 


is 115 in eontenphag our pioſpect in re- 7 


maiding at peace, this plealing picture pre- 
1 ſented itſelf to our eye; 3 in 8 che pro- 


* ? TE 4; 


* A dase advanced by authority in the Houſe | 
of. Commons. Sos Dh” BE | 
”*  . 


* * 
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we ſaw all thoſe calamities which uſually. . 


can be to marea nation. 


N of our national debt, which had been ; 
augmented during the American war to a c | 5 
' ſum that at the moment ſeemed to threaten — 
us with deſtruction, to a ſum which 
threw. ridicule. on the limited ideas er 

| thoſe who had antecedently ſpeculated | ba 

| the ſubje& *, and taught man to doubt 


n 


bable events. and . of 


attend that ſituation, and which to us, 


who depend ſo much on our manufactures 


and our commerce, is more dreadful than bs 8 


* R 
. 3.7 4 
* 


7 4 * * $6 | 


we ON a FI and certain ae of 1 5 


whether the world was not as yet too much 


in its infancy to furniſh materials, on which 


to build our reaſoning on matters of politeal 
cconomy. —We had indeed been. enabled, 


5 ” the increaſe 5 eee 888 we 1 


* Hume 5 kr on on Public Creda ow nnneed toit. Yo 
e 


= t * 1 

/ fired from the induſtry and Ingenuity of our 

© manufacturers, as well as from the aid and 

| | aſſiſtance to labour, and the variety of its 

7 i; which the ingenious application 'of 
s mechaniſm and chemiſtry in the conduct of 


5 our manufactures had fortunately for this 
Ft country produced, to diſcharge during peace 


x che int intereſt of our enormous debt, and even 


to make proviſion for the reduction of it. 
1 85 But all were convinced of the diſadvantage 

under which we laboured, in having ſo large 
55 a part of our wealth employed in unproduc- 
ti re uſes ; and there were none who did not 
| Took forward with alarm, who did not dread 
the conſequences of thus burying any larger 
8 of our a e 


Axl: 3 3 WEED 
We could not but fore ans temporary 
| diminution of our trade, from the natural ten- 
_ dency that war has, both abroad and at home; | 
to diminiſh the demand for our manu- 
i „ factures; 
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5 c 4 5 

| ass ; . the diſadvantage that i 
ariſe from diverting the hands and the has, 
bits of ſo many of our induſtrious manu- 
facturers from productive to unproductive 

: labour, could net for a moment 9 88 our 
obſervation. 


W | 4 „ 5 


aki before we became cnamoured: WY and 
ultimately reſolved upon, this ſyſtem, the 
circumſtatices of the times, the ſituation of, / 


. 


the nation with which we were going to 
conteſt, led naturally to anticipate in the pre- 
ſent warfare, the hour of more e as, 7 
. 1 e 
We ſaw that we were F to "FINE in 
an unequal conteſt, Ours was a govern- 
ment that, in eſtimating its reſourees, could 
not totally loſe ſight of the happineſs a1 
proſperity of the people over eh it wind 
— Theirs Was a government that found re» | 


— 
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| ſources i in robbery and murder, whoſe means 
of expenditure were alone to be eſtimated 
; : by the extent of the property of the nation, 
and the number of whoſe | warriors could 
lone be limited in our imaginati ions by the 
number of nM the community con- 


EY OY 


| | Oi anilitary experience, : and that FE our 
L allies. the circumſtance of almoſt all thoſe 
having retired from France who poſſeſſed 
experience in the art of war, gave us indeed 
"8 reaſonable ground to expect a temporary 
ſucceſs. | But whilſt reaſon, general princi- 
ple and experience, taught us to ridicule the 
| idea that courage. belonged peculiarly to _ 5 
nation, or was excluſvely the effect of any 
5 Particular climate it was difficult to ſee 
| Why ſuperiority of "capital, and the extended 
application of labour ariſing from the num- 
Lo of hands they could. command, ſhould 
Font F 3 GP | not 
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When v we W the, aſſertion 8 on 
plauſible and good e in Sir James 


„ The following ertrack of a letter from the Duke 
of York, publiſhed in the Gazette ſince this was writ- 
ten, ſeems ſtrongly to conljem: this ee 


« The hazard of an | ail with fuck. a very great 

6 diſparity: of numbers, could not but become a matter 

cc of the moſt ſerious conſideration; and, after the moſt 

8 &© mature deliberation, I did, not. think myſelf at lberty 

« to riſk, in ſo unequal a conteſt, his Majeſty's troops, 

& or thoſe of his allies ſerving with them. I had the 

e utmoſt reliance on their courage and diſcipline, and T 

. had no doubt but that theſe would have enabled me to 

8 reſiſt the firſt efforts of the enemy; but it could 

4 ſcarcely. be expected that eren by the utmoſt exertion 

« of theſe qualitics they would be able to withſtand the 

6 « reiterated attacks, which the vaſt ſuperiority of the 

« enemy would enable them to make, and which we 

« know, from experience, is a e wen be 
e 33 Ee 
An N Start 
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Stuart 's Political GBconomy, h how much x rea | 


5 fon bad“ we to be alarmed! * 


Din 


* Were any prince in rege whoſe ſub- 
Qs 1 ſhall ſuppoſe may amount to ſix 
4 millions of inhabitants, one half employed 


- ee 


4 in agriculture, the other half employed 
7 « in trade and induſtry, or living upon a 


So revenue already acquired ; were ſuch a 
prince, I fay, fi uppoſed to have autho- 

L rity ſufficient to engage his people to 
* adopt a new plan of ceconomy, calculated 
10 ſecure them againſt the deſigns of a pow- | 


«/ erful neighbour, who, I ſhall ſuppoſe, has 
« formed ſchemes of invading and ſubduing 


„ them: let him engage the whole proprie- | 
* tors of lands to renounce their ſeveral poſleſ- | 


; hs * 
af 's . 


* ſions; or, if that ſuppoſition ſhou 
e too abſurd, let him contract debt 
"> © the value "fe the whole | pr operty of the 


« nation; let the land tax be impoſed at 
« _ thillings in the pound, and then 


F 4 tet 


T 88 + 
F let un become bankrupt! to/his.creditors, | 


60 8 the income of all the lands be cole 2 
« lected throughout the country for the' uſe | 


* of the State; let all the luxurious arts be 
proſcribed ;, and let thoſs employed igjthem 
. be formed, under the command cf the for- 
55 mer land proprietors, into a body of re ur 
60 lar troops, officers and ſoldiers, provided — 
Vith every thing neceſſary for their main- 
« tenance, and that of their wives and fami- | 
£ lies, at the; public expence. Let me carry 
* the. ſuppoſition. further. Let every ſu- 
«-perfluity be cut off; let the F aſa ts. be 
* enſlaved, and obliged to labour che ground 
by © with no view of profit to themſelves, | but 5 
« « for ſimple fi ſubſiſtence ; let the uſe, of gold 
and ſilver be proſeribed, and let all theſe 
5 metals be ſhut up in a, public treaſure, 
« Let no, foreign trade, and very little do- 
4 * meſtic, be encouraged z but let every | 
40 man willing to ſerve; as a ſoldier. be re- 
$6 "ng apd tak ken, care of; ;. and; thoſe bo 


NEE © WY | either 


* vis jngtine to be idle; eee, N | 


Tau) 


ys aſk what combination, among the m 0 5 


* W . European princes, would carry on a 
\fucgefsful war againſt ſuch a people? What 


| trargdleuytoud' be wanting to their e 


kt that is, 54 985 _ beben * 


Phatically in the fituation he. 


44 
ee 13: EGF 
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We eould not but reflect ler we were 
e with a nation more r 


it was poſſible for man Ates to 


imagine could have exiſted; with a nation 


where the only difference ſeemed te be, that 


a 


it conſiſted on the loweſt calculation of 


twenty-five millions of inhabitants, and en- 
Joyed a degree of Nn e 
15 "ths ee, nee 


The Met made Che France, to give to 
maritime commerce the ſame protection 


Which the law of nations ſecures to private 


property 


ene had been — 
with contempt; but we could not now be | 
blind to the ſituation of our commerce, and 
of theirs; to the little opportunity which pre- 
ſented itſelf to us of injuring them, to the 
extenſive damages which from them in our 
ſituation we might ſuſtain. It could not ; 
eſcape us, that our interference would natu- 
rally draw their ? attention to their marine; 
and we had then, as we have now, juſt rea- 
ſon to dread the conſequences that their un- 
limited exertions, both in expence and * 
bour, added to their ſuperior {kill in 
buildings mend. enable them to make, 


2 


5 i * fee Note preſented by Chaupelin | to „ Lord. Gren- 
9 75 dated 188 July 16 . 1 


« In * to the 1 PIs 3 his Cour 
the underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the King 
« of the French has the honour to tranſmit a copy of 
« a miniſterial diſpatch of the 13th of June, relative 
to meaſures to be taken by the Maritime Powers for 
te the abolition of privatectinge 22 HE I 2 


At 


Ls 7 
At the commencement of the Americin 
; war, the probability of the conteſt had been 
long foreſeen ; the trade, of our merchants | 
was more limited; they had time to ar- 
inge their affairs, and their ſituation enabled 
them to do it with eaſe: but here the change 
of ſyſtem was about to be ſo ſudden, the 
trade of the country was ſo great, the paper 
eredit ſo extended, that we could not but 
anticipate the ſhock we were likely to give 

to our commerce, the riſque we ran of giving 


a vital blowto the commercial credit of our 
- e n {7 l : 47s rk 2 


Wil theſe mie PE akin 

4 themſelves to the mind of the man who rea- 
ind upon the ſubject, it was impoſſible 
to extract from the imaginations of thoſe 
whoſe ſanguine folly had made them con- 
. ceited about their views of ideal ſucceſs, a 
prophecy of any event which reaſonably af- 
—_ proſpects of advantage; or even of 
e e . de 
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8 we were d that, tate + element N 


in the Eaſt, their | colonies in the, Weſt 
would fall an eaſy prey, it readily occur- 
red to our minds, that though the acqui- 
ſition in the Eaſt Indies might have rener 
formerly of great uſe; infomuch as it would 


| Have diſabled France from carrying on thoſe 
intrigues amongſt the native powers which 
had ſo -often [diſturbed the peace of India, 


and involved us in war, that now, when 


| the had withdrawn in a degree her attention 


from that quarter, and was completely en- 


Kroſſed by the war on the Continent, and 


her ſituation at home, it could alone be eſr 


timated by the value and extent of the ter 


ritory we acquired: and that in this view 
it could form but a. trifling artiele on the 


ereditor ſide of the account. And whillt | 
the: extent of the advantages attending the 


Nin | e 
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mated even by the moſt ſanguine, it could 


appear but a poor compenſation for the 
calamities that Og enſue. Han LH 


When we were told, with; a degree of 5 
| folly which was well deſcribed as throwing | 
ridicule on the attempt of Cervantes. to 

paint a diſordered imagination , that the 
exertions of the force we were likely to com- 
bine againſt her would enſure the conqueſt 


of F. rance, even that was a thing which we 


could not ſeriouſly. contemplate without 


| alarm ; for, whichever plan we looked at as 

| rely to be purſued in conſequence of it, N 

the proſpect ſeemed equally gloomy ; we 

could not help foreſeeing more of calamity 5 

than chance of indemnification, whether we | 
anticipated the deſtruction. of the balance 


_ *See Mr. Fox's Letter to the Electors of Weſtminſter. 


"I 


| | Eo 


to 1 


of power in W by the aden off 
France, or the neceſſity of maintaining the 
authority of any government which Py: , 
ing we might eſtabliſh over it. : 


{ 


Pied of 0 9 which 
| we all loved and admired, it was with Juſt 
dread and alarm that we ſaw the progreſs of 
the practice of the government of one country 
interfering by force i in the interior arrange- 1 
ments of another: : the conductof the Northern | 
| Powers with regard toPoland had with juſtice = 
diſguſted the nation and as the doctrine 7 


made ſtrides, as the ſcenes of its exertion 


| approached nearer to us, if the prudence of 
"our interfering to put an end to it could be 
doubted by any, the folly of our giving it 
ſanction by adopting it ourſelves was ap- 
5 parent to all ;—it was to check the prin- - 
ciple of the right of interference that we 
were alone intereſted, and it ſignified not 
to us, whether the attempt was made on the | 


/ 


i 0 1 
* 
ORE 
: i 
— — 8 
# 


x 9 J 
part ot he . members of the 


Germanic body, to deluge France with 


7 blood i in endeavouring to reſtore the autho- 
50 rity of its monarch againſt his own and his 


3 people” 8 inclination or on the part of the 
75 Jacobins to affiliate the people of Bruſſels 
+ with the word, and attempt by force what 


they! called the emancipation of mankind. 


The ſpirit of our happy Conſtitution was 


fortunately as little congenial to the prin- 


eiples of the one, as of the ocher; and it 
mattered not to us which of the political 


cruſaders ſucceeded | in their enterpriſe. - For 


we could not forget, that if the Jacohins, 
0 they talked of the monarchical part 


of our government, inſulted our ears by ri- 
* what they impiouſly termed a tigre 
 couronnd; ;—the confpirators of Pilnitz liſ- 
tened with j joy to the ridicule of any ſhare 
of power being poſſeſſed. by what, with 


equal impiety, was termed The Zango»: | 


Hatives ref the Swiniſh . ultitude. 
To 
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Have prevented the clan extent ef ; 


3 


the evil to interfere as a party unavoid- 7 
ably tended to increaſe | it. If after every at- 0 


tempt to negotiate, to avoid by « oyery peace- 


able exertion the calamity,” w. e had been | 
reduced to the unfortunate necellity of en- : 


gaging, reaſon Would have tauglit us to | 


regret the diſaſter : but to plunge headlong 


into the calamity, without takin '4 advantage 


of the various opportunities that preſented 
themſelves of avoiding 1 it; ;—without endea- | 

vouring anxiouſly to wa ve all the little i 
formalities and puncktilios that. might" fand 


in our way in the courſe of 7 attempting by 
treaty to ſhun it, is 4 Hit e which erbeked 5 
policy or paſſion may Have led us to adopt; 


which reaſon never could! avs eee us 
wee 21 07 Oh bam). 
pug RF Ps s hd 3 . * 3 
CCC 
Sack 5s the view of the "ſubject ith 4 8. 
1 geſted | 


K* 97 Þ- 
och "FER of the prudence of the A 


at its commencement, that has led me to 
maintain thoſe doubts during its e f 
and that now makes me look back with re- 
gret at every opportunity of endeavouring, 
by negotiation, to ſecure or reſtore the 
| Pence 8 Europe, which we have neglected 
makes me regret, that when in 
July 1792. ; France ſolicited our eee 


- been 8 not to > eke on ac- 
egunt of the formality. of all the parties con- 

5 cerned not having applied to us, and the : 

averſion we then ſo ſtrongly expreſſed to tak- 

ing a part in the internal affairs of another 

e e makes me lament, that 522821 5 


4 


1 1 is ; not eaſy to underſtand how, our 


* 1 8 8 on 
's PPE . 
; 85 


ſiſtent with the rights and the independence of the allies. 


5 See Lord Grenville 8 Letter to M. 1 White 


hall, July G, 1792. | | 
8 guſt 


Ps prence 
OO for the purpoſe of mediation, the thing M. Chauvelin 
ſolleited, could be ſtated by Lord Grenville to be incon- 
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* 96 ] 5 
guſt I one thought it neceſſary ts recall our 


Miniſter from Paris: a ſtep which; if * 


look at che conduct of the European powers 
in the revolution in the Netherlands dur- 
ing the Commonwealth or at the revolution 
in England—during all the various revolu- 
tions in the Conſtitutiens of Denmark, Swe 


den, Bohemia, and Hungary, the practice 


of former times Seine not to vindicate, and. 
to vrhich our own conduct in the recent 


; revolutiqns of Foland and Flanders gives : 
no countenance :—a: ſtep, the prudence of 
Which it will be difficult to defend, when , . 
| we conſider that there never was'a time in 


vrhich we ſhould ſo anxiouffy have withed' | 


fen information of the interior ſituation f 
| France; or in which, upon an enlarged | 


view of « our intereſts, it ſeemed fo. deſirable 


for us, by well-judged interpoſition, ami- 
cably to put an end to the war n hich the | 


vas engaged. 


I 1 . | 


. 


ys 
L 7 


that in December 1792, when every ſort of 


ſecurity was offered to. Holland; when, an 
explanation, of the decree of the 19th De- 


cember was given, which it will be difficult 
ſor thoſe who have ae us C 


hs: motion of Mr. preps 
lude to a hegotiation ; and that we, ſhould 
have conſidered the punctilio, whether we 
tould'treat with an ackriowledged Miniſter 

or ſecret Agent, to be of importance. ſuffi= 
We for us to cries. tit al. chance of 
Mn —— 
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A ſetiſe of the calamities we have ſuffered, 
and the fituation 3 in. which. we now ſtand, 

tut creates in my migd much ſorrow that 
2 G2 + we 
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L. 20. 7 
we tteated with contempt the offer made us : 
in April 1793 *, as well as another propoſal 


which was ſubſequently made in the au- 
tumn of the ſame year ;—that we did not 
avail ourſelves of the meats which the ex- 
pulfion of the French from Flanders, and 
the deſertion of Dumourier in May 1793, 0 
gave us of propoſing terms to them or of 
that opportunity we fince poſſefſed: from 

our temporary advantages on the Continent, 
ad our * ſucceſſes in the Weſt men of 


: * See! Le Bru 8 wan Jap . 2, e come 
| municated t to Lord Grenville wp tl Mr. vale, ee 5 


CY he  conirheticlng a tteaty thifoogh” the 


medium of a Notary is undoubtedly novel, we ought - 


to conſider that it was difficult at the time to deviſe 2 


mode of communication.—And a knowledge of French - 


| Habits teaches us, chat they naturally annex to this 
mode of proceeding much more ſerious formality t than 
it conveys to an Engliſh ear. When the Parliament of 
Paris were refuſed acceſs to the King, we find then 
taking a proteſt Aalen 2 N Ts. 
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ier what to them muſt i in reaſon have 
8 eee ders. > 


Were 1 diſpoſed to FEI A that in 


reviewing all thoſe ſcenes, that in peruſing 


what I have ſtated to you in defence of 


the meaſures I have uniformly ſupported; 


vou may have found any thing which has 
induced you to heſitate, or doubt whether 
they may not be founded in truth; and 
whether, if that line of conduct had been 
adopted to which they would have naturally 
led, it might not have: tended to the preſer- 
vation of peace, and the conſequent increaſe p 
of our internal opulence and external im- 
portance.— I am however well aware, that 
before I can have any well founded hopes : 
of vindicating my conduct in -your eſtima- 
tion, there is another mode in which the 


. 


* ſubje& has been argued, and in Which it is 


neceſſary for me to conſider It, 8 
* 5 I have 


24 
9. 


N 
» * 


\ 


1 have not forgot the cant of the-advo- * 
cate for war... 1 know on what! he hes | 
harped. I recollect that the prophecy of ; 
deſtruction to the Conſtitution in the event 
of peace, is the ſpell with which he has en- ; 
chanted the, minds of thoſe who og 1 85 
tened to him; that the 1% . 
property, and the exiſtence i in n country 
of all thoſe ſcenes of blood which we be- 
held with horror, is the dreadful threat with 
which he has ſubdued the minds, and for a 


the community. It was well, it was art- | 


fully choſen. In a country, among the in- 


habitants of which property was more ge- 


_ nerally and univerſally diffuſed than in any 
other; where there exiſt few whoſe induſs 


y has not put them in poſſeſſion of ſome- 15 
thing which they find an intereſt in pre- 
ſerving z in a country, the ſpirit bf whoſe * 


criminal laws 2 e inſtitutions had 
. 5 ame 


” 13 
 qilreeſlly infuſed in the minds & its ih 
bitants a mild ſpirit of benevolence it was 
with certainty you might predict its effect; 
it was ſure to rouſe the feelings, to influ- 

ence + the paſſions of the people; aud when 
properly wound up, it required no great 
art and eloquence to guide the mind of the 
_ nation, to turn the fury of the moment 
| againft France, which the people of this 
. — had long been accuſtomed to con- 
ſidef as a rival, whoſe inhabitants they | 


| had long regarded as their natural ene 
mies:—a feeling in a degree ſuſpended, 
_ whilſt in forming a limited monarchy fre 
| ſeemed to pay a juſt tribute to the wiſdom 
of dur Conſtitution, but which now re- 8 
turned with increaſed vigour from a ſenſe 
of her impertinence, in endeavouring, in 
er own idea, to lead the way in political 
improvement, when our prejudices had long 
| confined her talents, and limited her . 5 
| G 4 | to 


7 104 + 
to improvement in the ſhape. of a gown. 


or in the formation of a ep. . 
6 Yo PE I ey 


Bur . it was ca at Men a 
we were under the guidance of paſſion that 
this belief of danger to our Conſtitution 
could ſpread, that this doctrine of dread of 
a ſimilar revolution could make its proſe- 
lytes: ſo ſoon as reaſon, preſided in the 
mind, the idea of danger was ſure to vas: 7 
| niſh, In the ſituation of the two countries 
there was not the ſmalleſt, ſimilarity. In 


this country, juſtice was adminiſtered - by 


known rules, and by judges {killed in the 
laws, who held their ſituation for life; in 


tat, it had been a matter of favour and W. 5 


| licitation, which. was dealt out according: 0 — 
the whim or caprice of thoſe who had pur- 
| chaſed the privilege * #, | The people of. this 


The Aniaifttition of juſtice was partial, venal, 8 
infamous. 1 have, in converſation with many very 


15 2 „ 318 0” ſenſible 
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country had a _— entat ves, 'whoy | 
$2 though it is anxiouſly to be wiſhed chat 
they were more emphatically the repreſen- 
tatives of the people, are even now an im: | 
portant b body of men, through whom they 
can ſtate their grievances. In that country, 
the people ſaw no body of men who had 
not an intereſt to conceal and augment the 
hardſhips under which they laboured, and 


2 were not in the _ JOEY of con- 


kale men, in different parts of 1 kingdom, met 
wich ſomething of content with thejr government, in 
all other reſpects than chis: but upon the queſtion of 
expecting juſtice to be really and fairly adminiſtered, : - 
| every one confeſſed there was no ſuch thing to be 
booked for. The condukt of the Parliaments was pro- 
fligate and atrocious. | Upon almoſt every cauſe chat | 


came before chem, intereſt was openly made with the 


judges; amd woe betided che man who, in a cauſe. to 
| ſupport, had no means of conciliating favour, either | 
by the beauty of a handſome wh, or by VA 15 
. 2 Jovnq. ho - 


— 4 * 
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5 166 y 
tributing towards their extent. ee > 
exiſts a nobility, intermingling with the 


; other orders, by habit and ties df blood 


every where connected with the community, 
to whoſe title political power is invariably: 


| attached, who, if they had not the inclina- LE 
tion, would, in the purſuit of their own n 


intereſts, in the maintaining of their po- 


| tical influence, of neteſſity become habi- 


— —_ 


tuated to favour and protect thoſe beneath ; 


them. There, there exiſted a body of no- 


bility iſolated from the reſt of 'the ſtate, 


| whole title had no political power connected : 


with it, whoſe exiſtence only ſerved by 
their example to diſcourage induſtry, and 


whoſe privilege alone conſiſted in the power 
to 5 oppreſs'®. Though we  laboured under 250 | 


* 


» Beſides the oppreſſion that ori Ae from the 
extent and inequality of public taxes, the exactions of 


the Seigneur were enormous. * What,” ſays Mr. 


TOs.” are theſe tortures of the peaſantry 3 in Bre- 
4 tagne, = 


"- 


A Wy 

. preſſure of a large debt, we loved without any 
- eonſpicuous: oppreſſion a revenue equal 
the diſcharge of the intereſt, and to a confi» · 
derable annual diminution of the capital. In 
France, as the national debt increaſed, in con- 
ſequence of the privileges and exemptions of 
the clergy and nobility, the taxes on the 
people became oppreflive i in a degree beyond 
5 eee dreaded to earry 557 n 

by 


| 10 tagne, which 1 —5 cal ch 3 n 8 
0 ſoul ; aut de poiſon; baiſer de marices tranſporte 
e d œuf ſur un charette; z filence des grenouilles z-corvee 
« Z miſcricorde ; melods ; leide 3 couponage; cartelage 
6 barage; fouage; : marechauflce; ban vin; ban d'adutz 

« trouſſes; gelinage ; 3 civerage 5 taillabilits 3- vingtain z 
8 ſterlage ; bordelage; minage; ban de n 5 
droit eee Pr 


ng 


| 1 „* 


* Mainees and even ct ones, have been 1 re- 
ported to me in many parts of the kingdom, that made 

me ſhudder at the oppreſſion to which numbers muſt 
have been condemned, by the undue favours granted to 
e ng | ſuch 


* 


* 108 1. 


rng the evil hour, TOR? at laſt found 7 
the deficiency amount to the enormous ſum 


of upwards of three millions ſterling. | 
| es in the OI Nat TIN 

| dach 1 4 PR whhoul recurring to fuck 
| caſes, what muſt have been the ſtate of the poor people 
paying heavy taxes, from which the Nobility and Clergy 
were exempted? A eruel aggravation of their miſery, 
to ſee thoſe who could- beſt afford to pay exempted, be- 
eauſe able — The inrollments for the militia, which the 


Cahiers call inj juſtice without example, were another | 
dreadful ſcourge on the peaſantry; and, as married men | 
were exempted from it, occalioned i in ſome degree chat : 
miſchievous population, which' brought beings into the : 
world in order for little elſe than to be ſtarved. The 
Corvees, or police of the roads, were annually the ruin 
of many hundreds of farmers z more than 30⁰0 vere 
reduced to beggary, in fling up one vale i in Lorain : all 

| theſe. oppreſſions fell on the Tiers Etat only ; ; the No- 

bility and Clergy having been equally exempted. from 
tailles, militia, and corvées. The penal code of fingnes | 
makes one ſhudder. at the horrors of puniſhment in- 
hr, n eime.—f, Youxs, 


8 oppreſion : 


Fc ſeen i in a few. ye 


Tg 1 
oppreſſion, 4 in this deſperate ſtate of 
public credit, the people * Patt infaked 
| by the profuſion of the Court; they had 
ears beſides the debts he con- 
tracted, a million ſterling, excluſive of his 
| annual income, laviſhed by a Prince of the 
blood *. Here, the wiſe regulation of our 


laws permitted no ſuch eee expen· 
diture i in the miniſters, 1 


* I * 
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Our goverament v was ee peo cs of 
raiſe in the mouths of every one ;—theirs i 
tied; a natural death, without exciting the 
lamentations of any :—in France, it might 
with truth be faid, chat the neceſſity of a 
| change] had brought about the revolution;— 
5 in his: Nee, it was equally. true, Weh, the . 


TY + In the i" Book 8 to * — Aﬀemblce Con- 
; Wa the Count D'Artois appears fo have received 
that ſum 5 the adminiſtration $_ M. de TIONS. : 
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wanton love &f change conld a alone bene 
the idea of one. 


Thare, the great body of the people — 


more ſubjefted to oppreſſion than in any 
other nation of Europe ;—here undoubtedly 


leſs ſo; and we could not forget that —*Prur | 
1 populace, ce weft j jamais bar envie Fit at- | 
te taquer qu elle ſe fouleve, mats par impati- | 


* ence de Souffrir , * is the ſentiment of a 


great man and a Miniſter of State; b that it is 
che ee of a zealous aſſe rtor r of f nos 


* * 
* 
5 7 - 9 


Paſſion and i platen are 4. moſt WY 


| midable enemies to che juff decifion” of all 


queſtions ſubmitted to the underſtanding ; ; 
and though unfortunately they have often 
. Perhaps i in n inſtance was their 


| © Sully's Memoirs. | NL 
7 triumph 


? 


3 we erat, n | 
minion which in conſequence of it they 

5 excluſively eſtabliſhed over the mind of 
| many more plans. 5 


N. * 


3 Spe 


03 1 40861 to e 
ſmalleſt fray, it might perhaps have o- 

: ourred, when things were going on quietly, 
and a new government apparently: eftabliſthed 
in France, which promiſed to its mhabitants 

ſome wrong - headed individuals, animated 
With a deſire of imitation :—but/ we ſhould 
have ſeen, in the horrors which enſued in its 
progreſs, that which, was fure to command 
tho-averſion of all, In this moment of de- 
elubively in our minds, the apprehenſion of 5 
| the deſire of imitation increaſed as the wo 
——— e 


85 its antidote, the a of the e difotdeirbes. 
came in our imaginations moſt wy to de 
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But 6 thro was no reaſonable a on 
which a revolution i in this country ought to 
have been dreaded; if it appears that in 
dhe tendeney towards it 
1 agely ſeemed the moſt darming, at the 
moment when in reality it muſt * been 
the leaſt ſo; the mode of 
0. univerſally reliſhed, ber ex 

is that which muſt appear ſtill mort 
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99 War was + the receipt Wee to us to 
prevent all tendency. to ſedition, to anni- 
hilate in this country all idea of a revolu · 
tion. In former times, wiſe men have told 
us, that the ſureſt way to prevent ſeditions 
Was to take: ANCE: the. matter. of. — 
. 175 | But 


8 an 


Þ A N 


h was ſure in its 
matter of them. 
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HP "ms before entering in 
n to dread the cillinities "that 


| likely to enſue from the war—if 

faw not what was to prevent, but tha 
| | which: was much more likely to cres 

| ditious diſpoſition. we —_—_— 


the idea of revolution at Which w , 
bled—-w¾re have received lintle P 1 
from the unfortunate 


Y prediQions of thoſe who.'oppoſed 
5 give riſe to a little ſenſation oi vanity, 
not the melancholy fituation of the coun 


=: "tendedIits progreſs,” The accuracy ef dhe 
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1 ing F : 
2 the FR effo rts at Toulon; : Baier 
from the northern frontier; - the rebellion” 
. cruſhed in La Vendke France exlübita 
| herſelf more powerful than before tle 
conteſt. The practice of war has taught 


her armies the neceſſity of diſcipline, which 
did not at ſirſt exiſt, and upon the poſ- 
ſelſſon of which we founded” our hopes. 


We have ſeen that the want of ſalt-petre 
e ſupplied. We have 

Mbility of flarving a nation. 
Me know chat a union of foreign force 
* them has furniſhed them a com- 
mon cauſe in Which with enthuſiaſm they 
"unite — Mme on . relſe@ticn,” we may 
ve re: pprehen „With the only | 
de which could have aged cheir internal | 


| rexnately brought to ches block, 3 - = 


diminution of their energy: and we 
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of France is a revolutic 


i nie; eme lu: 
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the, Htem + in France, We have not pur- 
chaſed a ſingle thing which the ingenuity of 
man can ſtate as in the ſmalleſt degree tend - 


ing towards our ſueceſs in attaining it. Yet- 


impetuous zeal ſtill nes our councils, 


= 1 and no one has yet alkced, * 1 


| My 33%. 255 7 $35 ws 7 
| © Are not the lies of thoſe who' draw the ſword 55 
5 n Rame' $ defence, intruſted to your care? 
. « Should ye. thus lead them to a field of abe, 


ii wy « Might not th⸗ impartial world with reaſon fay, 


„ ee We Taviſh' dat our Jai the blood: bf an 
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| they could their fi ituation, wi; a8 1 8 
to us, ſympathiſe with the firſt part of the 
character; and che inſertion of the word 
| dupe is perhaps the only alteration, if he 
| held my pen, that the ng 8 of Pruſſia 
n would be inclined to make. 0 
It is a in thing to. look "IK "TY 
view the proud eminence from which, by 
6 adopting this ſyſtem, we have fallen; and 
ſtill more fo to contemplate that hgh 
which by perſeyering i in an oppoſite cond uct 
we might have attained i che very intereſt” 
of the money which, we have thus laviſhly 
expended, added to our ſinking fund would | 
1 have brought us at once to that enviable 
ſtate of financial proſper ity, to which the mi- 
niſter fanguinely announced we might hav _ 1 
arrived or the | bath 18687 and it is ate 


d wie tar 


? 


a _ 1 ne e. ignorantly; 
| lated to. | have. originated with Dr. Smith) 
would lead you in ſpeculation to think you, | 
mi ht arrive; or to the degree of commer- 
cial proſperity which, in conſequence. of the 
growing. eee ee We den 8 | 


© eV, 


1 game is Vg mk we. view had im- 
- Poxtance which our riches, and the idea of 
our naval ſtrength, had we remained neu- 


e would have given us in the eyes of the 


ot] her nations of Europe, when contraſted 
With the exhauſted ſituation in which the 
war muſt have involved them. + e all 
| theſe bleſſings were within our EY Had 
we perſevered 1 in the f. rſtem with which we 
| flarted, they might i in all human probability 
h ve been attained ;. had we, inſtead of 
conceiving the revolution. in France to be a 
ground for involving us in war, de the 
| onhpdeflonyhich, en and; PRE 
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have taught us to derive from it, they might 
have beem ſecured ; and by adopting a-mos 
derate and prudent reform, in the moment 
of peace and proſperity, of thoſe i imper 
dene to _ thc ee ee 

uated. 


of our . Aaiekiith 228 eee Uo 

And if time of courſe alter things to che 

- <4 worſe, and if wiſdoin and fel mall 
A nbdt Alder them to the ter, what ſhall be 


Nan 
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the end it were good therefore that 


1 
- 


« men in their innovations would foll ö 
the example of time inſelf, 
. enervates greatly but quietly, and: hy de- 
grees ſcarce to be Perceived.” —Nor can 1 5 Dj 


2 . 7 5 — 


_ from 


ow there are many who pretend ſuch | 
a reverence of this our 


thoſe who in 
t it 


1 122 1 
tiemble at the idea of purging ne ſtate of any 
of its impurities ; —reminding them of the 
; e Alexander to his friende —«H 
phæſtion is the friend of Alexander; - 
*;terus is the friend of the king,”—L n 
e without fear of my udgment 
deing impeachec 1—You, the moderate refor- 

mer, are the e to the conſti ution. 
You, the obſtinate admirer even of its a uſes, 
are the friend of that which you think has 
brought you into power, and that which you 
look to as likely to preſerve you in it. Nay, 
were I diſpoſed to go further, to ſuch a mn 
L would ſay, Your praiſe of the conſtitution; | 
| is what TJ: value not; it paſſeth away, and d. 
leaves no impreſſion behind; I have lived 
too long, 1 have attended too conſtantly 40, 
the mode in which the politics of this coun- 
| try have been cor nduted, not ta have learnt, EY 
that as hiſtory teaches me toregret the glory | 
of God has ſince the commencement of the” 
e world 


ite 


1 
1 


clergy. —ſo a vague and empty ae, 
upon the beauties of our glorious conſtitu- 
ion has uniformly preceded even the moſt 
corrupt plans that any miniſter in purſuit 
of his own intereſt ever dared to bring for- 


” Having now ſtated to you what I 
_ conceive to be the melancholy reſult of 
having adopted the fyſtem on Which we 


have acted, and what would have been the 


fortunate, Gi of our having perſe- 


vered in the o oppoſite line; thinking myſelf 
that the xeaſba 65 man cannot vindicate che 


deavour to ſta | ext 
 cumſtances from whence it TI SOROS. 


* Fa 1 „ 
. PCs 


2 rey 8 5 N 4 45 
#5 EE * ** 15 K 5 pu 0 pt 


— — 


2 I III 


—WM— —— 


— 


folly of others ; how i it owes its origin ſolely. 
to intrigues for power in the interior of this 
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adminiſtration,” ſtated,” that the miniſters 
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In che fourth article of the Proteſt "entered in 
the” Jo urnals of the Houſe of Lords, Feb. 8, 1780, 
there is an elaqyent defenge p een ans. le- 
2 W amonglt, the. js LN: ped - 


. a as found Portland, Devs opſhi ire, Richmo! 1 
99 E Demple, and © bit: 


; . f as 
. e 


tt wed] 
* NF. 4 85 


* Lk: **. 


7 22 . 


* 


an account of the « communication with Lord | 


+ 


1 


= 
r 
4 
7 
* 
- 
N 
; 
7 
- 
* 
: 
* 
* 
x} 
3 
* , 
: , 
. 
; — 
0 
of 
. 
* 
. 
” 
9 ; ; f 
4 
& % * ws 
— = A 
27% 
. » "5 
N; 
bo Pl : 
7 Py : 
8 Fi 
2 N x 
5 * 
* >; 8 
7 
EY *%. 
x 
= 
* I 
* 
— 
* 4 5 
5 f 
& - — 
8 
1 * — 
* 


* 


a difſerence-of opinion on 


« So 
+ 
3 7 pi 4 a *. * {Ay N > j - 

h 3 r oo 0 & Sr un we non M9 05 „ * 

\ BT 44+ 433 lie 7 TSS. A 

. " © 4 2 a 4 3 3 # & 2 . _— 1 

5 ; WES 41 : N 
— N — Fore 8 : 
* 1 : 


* 
46 
2 
* 
* 
1 
* 
4 
Pu 
by 
— 
* 


EN NE >» ad 5 2 a | MED ; 
| uch were the men, who, when 5 
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virtues'to fill the ſituation with moſt 


to himſelf and advantage to the cauſe; and 


dgain etedted under hien the ſtanderd ef 
party, that they might contitmue to five 0 
that ſyſtem; and to thoſe meaſures wan 
_ had long purſued, che 
party, by e enabling! thenkts. 
call private honour . and even view views cf 1 ini 
en 2 7 ol publie virtue, at all times 
fecures. I e 5015 148 1 wei 8 
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*N Thus they dead. united, een 
always had been to receive aſſiſtance from 


all;zefolyed, in the purſuit of the acquiſition 
of retaining of power by any other: 
to e their pe to none and! it was 
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2 * Upon this is founded the dingte berwixe d 
two coalitions which the Duke of Portland has —— 
In the firſt, he received the aſfiſtanee of Lord North, 
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out ir in t the Houſe of. Lords, and Mr. Pitt b 
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open corruption that then, prevailed, . was 
great; and as the impreſſlem 6f ks fatal effect 
roduced on thoſe who then oppofe@ Him 
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T6 be twpents, ts treat Git the Niimiter 
—_— Fetained the ſituation” which he 
had. thus” unconſtitutionally acquired, was. 
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FFF : "Ate * ſurrender 


* © * V * 2 2 
6 e n N n 


*. Extract of a Letter = ts Duke = Pens to 
Thomas Groſvenor, Eid. Chairman of the Members of 
the Houſe of Muy met a at the St. Alban's Ta- 
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of Every; tenet Mintiyeicn; the | 
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0 mode of reſignation} the leaſt embarraſſing to Govern- | 
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« of ; your wiſhes, by ſuppofing that i it was with Mr. 
« Pitt that you were deſirous I ſhould have a'liberal/atid 
t unxeſerved intercourſe, and not with the head of an_ ; 
« Adminiſtration to which I was merely o bring an 
cc acceſſion 3 of Hrengib. But Mr. Pitt's meſſage places 
6 him i in another, character; ; ond. yur own good ſenſe 
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But it left the Duke ef Portland at the 
Head of a patty; (in refpec of numbers n-! 
ain more powerful than the hiſtory: ef 


the country antecedently furnithed'any” © 
ample of) bound to ſupport' the meafures 
of Lord Rockingham! with the additional | 
Pledge of refrainingfrom'alt cotineftivn with = 
thoſe pegs in the late intrigue for 
wer, till by refinquilling their ſituations; 
this laprebet obtained, they had in 4 
degree wiped away thar injury Which the 
conftitution was PR do have ſuftitned 
from their condadt. Y N11 rt 405 Lali 
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For years the Miniſter 2015 his ma- 
jori y'; and the party, though individuals 
| might differ about particular meaſures, res. 
mained united, maintained their principle, 
and purſued their Titem. © Their ftrength, 
and ability were fuch,,. as ſeemed likely, ulti⸗ 
mately to enſure ſucceſs 3 and. whilſt it thus 
5 cXelreatecd 


iti TINO hinted,” Tl 
out the exiſterice of fuch | a part. 
bare been in vain in the ſituation” of we 
country to have expect Of this, durir 
che cotrſe of theſe laſt ten Fears, there an 
been many examples; none how 1 
"marked than that which took 
recent . inſtance of the Ruſſ an 
on which occaſion the miniſtry were in- 
Aueed baffily to relinquiſh their meafares, 


* 


in a manner as to themſelves as 
it was fortunate for their country; 


in a manner, however, whicli, as'it contri- 
buted in no ſmall degree'to weaken ind-de- | 
grade 


morn 


. 


das PIN et that Was deemed. by 


Fit, — 1 by thole ve 


wr wen their averſion to > him, and who ) 


— in his opinions Ins none; and 1 : 
iſeemed improbable, that What was uni- 


Lerſilly deemed dhe folly of one man 


— 


ſhould become the politics of all. Through 
le he had diſplayed talents that deſervedly 


anded admiration; but his want of 
, Judgment and feeling had, ſo enfeebled 

their "effec, that Whether he was em- 
ployed in | hurling his Sovereign in the 
_—_ of calamity | from the' throne, in 
andiſhing a Jacobin dagger in the ſe- 
nate, or in beſpeaking the favour of the 
court. for the criminal he was about to 


7 


aceuſe; by the illjudged coarſe invec- 


tive i in which he indulged, the beſt exer- 
tions of his talents were no longer received 
dot udn a mixture of Ne on che partof 
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la-Giewds, and contempt on the part of "0 


opponents. His opinions, and even ww ; 
exertions in public, bad been through 


attended with much unmered er 
larity; and it ſeemed therefore | hardly pate. 


_ fable, chat at a moment when (to 
own language) be-had fo ſoftened, 


blended, and weakened, the diftir kf 
colours of his life, as to leave nothing - 


| diſtindt or determinate behind — that he 


ſhould be able to fow'the ſeeds of the re- 


mote diſſolution of that patty, which per- 5 
| haps he had long injured. by his ſupport — 


or that his writings, to the misfortune of 
his country, would be in future reſortod ix 


as the only grammar _ contains ee 
ments of the hn a1 > 
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formidable. check upon thoſe who have a- 
ata) by intrigue, and retained 2 
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L s 
corruption 3 to divide and diſunite has 
ever] bees, #0 moſt eager; purſuit, and: the 
flighteſt opportunity was too valuable to be 
loſt: Nothing could diſplay this in ſtronger 
colours than the anxiety of the adherents | 
of Adminiſtration to promote Mr. Burke' 8 | 
being allowed to diſcuſs the French revolu- 
tion in the committee on the Quebec Bill; | 
—and the hopes of future ſupport artfully f 
thrown out upon that occaſion by the Mi- 
7 niſter himſelf, to a man whom he had ever 
antecedently treated with haughty contempt, 
exhibited a ſtrong proof of the ſatisfaction 
he derived even from the moſt diſtant 
hopes of creating diſunion, but proceeded 
probably more from a compliance with the 
general ſyſtem of conduct to be purſued, 
than from any expectation that yet dawned 
upon him of being able through ſuch a 
egg to eftoct the: n. of ws: 1 | 
dene, 
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; It was not however long before a more 
N atter ng opportunity preſented itſelf. Early 
in this year, a conviction that the abuſes in 
| France had been ſuffered to gather and ac- $f, 
cumulate until nothing but an eruption 1 
could put an end to them, and that preven- 
tative. remedies had not been thought of in 
time, or w ere not propoſed until it was too 
It to carry them into effect, induced many 
beldoging to the party to think, that the 
experience of the day nom taught them to 
look to a reform in Parliament as more chan | 
ever deſrable. Lord Chatham had ſtated it 
ag neceflary to infuſe a eien ner 
Jo 4 into the Conſtitutio n, and had de- 
clared, chat in his, opinion, Kae it, this 
, nation, with the beſt capacities for r grandeur 5 
and happineſs of any on the face of the 
ks earth, muſt be confounded with the. maſs | 
of thoſe whoſe liberties were loſt in the 
. corruption of the people. Many of the 
FC 
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| wilder had — ſupported 3 it e;—the 
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in committees 4.7 Ae, to | promote. 


it Tord Rockingham, antecedent to com- - 


ing into ad miniſtration, had formally adopt 


Ef 
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ed ii it and the proſpec of peace and tran- | 


quillity,/ held out by thoſe in power as | 


certain, ſeemed to point out the time as 

| 5 ted #4 Th 35 8 

peculiarly adapted to it. They had ſeen 
{3.335 fl * 1 Niese 

in _ er that as government Was gradu- 
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cakened it y had been reduced om 
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them: W they conceived, that now, when 
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the Conttitarion was Ooty in ile | affec- 


hog, of almoſt all, was the wins 6 time e when 
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ment. to. it, by giving to the people. that a 
weight. to which in the eyes of moſt they, 
ſeemed according to the ſpirit of our . 


litution to be entitled. 
M 3 
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From the Miniſter they had every reaſon 
to expect ſupport to a meaſure which has, ; 
been emphatically ſtyled the legacy of his 
dying father, and his own virgin effort ;j— i | 
from ſome of the heads of the party wh f 
whom they were connected they knew 7 


they would meet with oppoſition ; : but | i 
they could not expect a very eager or ar- 
dent reſiſtance of meaſures Which they 
themſelyes had formerly with ſych aQvity 5 


purlyed: and as the difference of opinion 
upon the ſubj ect of parliamentary reform 
was known; as it was underſtood, and in 
a manner explained *, . chat it never could : 


FM At, 2 meeting at Nn Houſe, in the 8 
ning of March I 7925 for the purpoſe of conſulting on 
a meaſure that was then to be brought forward, par- 
liamentary reform was openly ſtated to be 2 fübject on 
which there were known to exiſt three ſeparate and 
diſtinct opinions in the party. But this was never 
conſidered as a ground of diſunion. 


tend 


- 


tend to the diſunion of the party, they at 
all events ſaw no danger of depriving the 


country of the ſure nan which were 
likely to flow from it: | 


| pe” 3 however, bY 5 Was given on 
the ſubject in the Houſe of Commons; re- 
gardleſs of his former conduct, the Mini- 
| ſter ſhewed himſelf ſo eager, that in 2 
manner unuſual: and even diſorderly. *, he 
fetracted his former opinions on the fubj ect, 
invidiouſly connected the propoſal with an 
intention of exciting in this country a re- 
volution ſimilar to that in France, and with 
triumphant applauſe announced his apoſ- 
tacy: it was a ſubject on which he had 
formerly been oppoſed by many of thoſe 


| k. To debate a fubjed upon A nolice. hes; and | 
when of courſe there can be no queſtion before the 
Houſe, has 89995 been deemed in Parliament irre- 


1 5 who 


the opportunity afforded by a dee 1 


which in his e 
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who acted with the ptcſent Oppoſition, and 


on which he was ſure to obtain his fa- 


that party which he now more than ever 


dreaded: he remembered the line they had 
formerly taken too well to doubt that num 
bers of them would give his new opinions 
their decided ſupport; and if to che pro- 
ſped of ſuch a diviſion his own'confiſteney | 
ſeemed to him then but a poor ſacrifice, | 


PS ESE, 


in debate of their being read 7 to concert 
meaſures with him, muſt have indeed am- 5 
ply compenſated for any loſs of character 


imation he was likely to 


ſuſtain, and was a thing not to be neglect- 
ed by a Miniſter, whoſe friends will find -it 
difficult to prove that he has not on the | 
ſubj ect of reform liſtened with as much 
attention to betray, as. he has beten with 
_ to deceive. 


Fo 
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c 
given 1 the eig Ae of Parlia- 
ment: but in the courſe of the diſcuſſion 
that had taken place, the love of French 
principles, the reſolutions of certain ſocie- 
ties, and the dectrines of ſome pamphlets 
that had been circulated, had been ſo art- 
fully blended with the ſubject of reform, 


that the pledge given to unite and conſult 5 


on the one was W to e to the 
other. ; 
Even upon thoſe ſubjeQs, to deviſe a 
_ queſtion that could be brought forward 
with honour to himſelf, and with advan- 
tage to his country, was difficult; but it was 
at that moment too defirable not at all 
events to be attempted. —By means of a 
proclamation, and a propoſed addrefs of 
” 4 thanks, 
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| thanks, a meaſure was therefore foon con- | 
trived, which carried internal evidence of its 
being brought forward with no other view 


than invidiouſly to attempt to feparate thoſe 


| who had been ſo long connected. To pro- 


mote that end it was admirably calculated; 
it was projected the moment there appeared 5 
the moſt remote probability of creating it 'Þ 

as deviſed to produce the real effect in- 
tended, it commanded admiration ; but the 
impudence of che attempt would have 
ſtartled any one leſs practiſed in the arts of 
delution than thoſe by whom it was fram- 

ed. No oftenſible ground that it held forth 
could reaſonably account for its appearance 
at the moment. It alone ſtated the exiſt- 
ence of publications that had been openly 


circulated for a length of time, of writing 
induſtriouſly recommending them that were 
not new to the public eye; and it hinted. | 


7. 
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at the danger of ſocieties whoſe reſolutions 
had long been openly advertiſed. The re- 
ſorting to ſo extraordinary a meaſure ſeem- 
ed a declaration of the inadequacy of that 
conſtitution, which they held out to our ad- 
miration, to protect itſelf by the uſual pro- | 
viſions of its laws. It in a manner recorded 
their paſt inattention to the dangers which 
they then deprecated ; and confeſſed their 
inability to diſcharge the ordinary duties 
of their ſtation without the extraordinary | 
aid of Parliament; and it ſeemed likely, by 
the weakneſs and inefficiency which it exhi- 
bited in his Maj eſty's councils, to be more 
derogatory from the juſt authority of go- 
vernment than any imaginary progreſs, 
which with great injuſtice to a loyal peo- 
ple they attributed to the principles aſſerted 
in the writings of which they complained. 
But theſe dangers to the peace of the com- 

M 4 mn 
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munity were regarded as triflin | 
direct avowal of i incapacity. and oo 
appeared to the Miniſter ſmall, when com- 
pared to the ſiniſter: advantages that at- 
tended a meaſure Which held out the ſure 
proſpect of producing private conſultation 
and communication with thoſe with whom 
whilſt in office he had eight years before, in 
vain, endeavoured to obtain it, and of cre- 
ating at once diſunion where for eight 
years he had in vain ne to ſow the 
ſeeds of it, 


He had alternately courted popularity 
and Court favour, as means of obtaining 


power v. . He had conjoi joined both to ſecure 
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n his e to the American war, and | 
bringing on the queſtion of reform, he ſeems to have 
aimed at the one; 0 in coming into office after Lord | 
Rockinghany's > death, to > have taken. Ae of the 
Milt e | | 


it; 
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it *; but in abjuring that reform in the 
repreſentation, the ground on which he had 
aimed at acquiring the One, he ſeemed ESD. 
have diminiſl ed his chance of popular ſup- 
port, as much as his recently inſiſting on 
his Sovereign's diſmiſſing Lord 'Thurlow 
muſt have diminiſhed his claim to the 
other. And he now therefore more than 

ever 10 ked to the diſmemberment of his 

opponents, and the poſſible chance of ac- 
quiring by that means ſome new ſupport, as 
the object which ought, and in reality did, 
direct all his meaſures. 


That the project was * the Nli- 
niſter himſelf conſidered as a meaſure of 
private expediency, and not of State neceſ- 
| "oy can mare be doubted, | In 16 other | 


| woes be became firſt Lord 10 the „ Neher, 
point 
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point of view there could have exiſted ns 
neceſſity of conſultation with Burlington 
Houſe ; he required not the addition of their 
numbers; his triumphant and confiding ma- 
jority ſtill remained; he was ſtill ſurrounded 
by the protecting influence of thoſe Who 
had ſupported him ſince he was at the helm 
of affairs; he had in his hands the full 
means of carrying his meaſures into effect; 
8 and without conſultation he was already ſe- 
eure of the voice of thoſe who had liſtened 
to him with approbation on the notice given 
| of a motion for reform. | 


'To open the door to private negotiation 
with them muſt have been his aim. If he 
as Miniſter really thought it neceſſary to 
adopt meaſures for repreſling a ſpirit of in- 
| ſurrection in the country — what were 
theſe meaſures ? Was the proclamation the 

| : only 


bu ks Re 
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only one he at this time propoſed ? Had 1 
no idea of then calling out the militia, and 
of other meafures he has fince adopted ? Or 
was no ſuch intimation given to Burlington- | 
Houſe ? ? Is it not notorious that they ac- 
| quieſced in the firſt part of his propoſal, and 
rejected the reſt and that in compliance 
wirh the opinion of men no ways connect- 
ed with the executive adminiſtration of the 

country, and in no degree reſponſible for 
its effects, the Miniſter laid aſide meaſures 
he himſelf had ſtated as neceſſary for the 
Public good ?—that the militia remained 
quiet? and that the proclamatien, cut and 
caryed into a different ſhape by the ſtill 
; ſqueamiſh followers of the Duke of Port- 
| land in his new purſuit, was deemed ſuffi- 
cient by Mr. Pitt, becauſe j it was ſatisfactory 
5 to them? If he was in earneſt therefore i in 
hit belief of gd to his private ends he 
facrificed | 


18] 


facrificed the intereſts of his country. If his 


dreads were aſſumed, we ſee in this early 


| ſtage a.ſelf-evident proof of that ſyſtem of 


conduct he has ſince for ſimilar purpoſes in- 
variably. purſued—wiſely perhaps for his 


Private ends, but unfortunately with too 


much Juccels for the welfare of his country. 


N me firſt appearances that attended 
this attempt to divide, he had no reaſon to 


be diſcouraged ; ; the proclamation produced 


both private conſultation with him and 
| public difference of opinion in his oppo- 
nents. But to thoſe who at private meetings 
heard the ſtrong declarations of adherence 


to the ſyſtem on which the party Was 


founded, and of undiminiſhed enmity to 


the principles on which the adminiſtration 7 


Was e and had been neee *, 


* deeds 3 on the proclam 6 Seng 


Was 


— 
} - 4 
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aire: deppearel little proſpect of his ulti⸗ 
mately elfecting any coalition. And even 
their publie language muſt have affordet 
him but a diſcouraging” proſpect: he could 
hardly imagine that the Viceroy of Cor 
ſica could be induced to wave: differences 
thit were fundamental and irreconcile- 
able *; or that Mr. Windham would ſoon 
fitip himſelf of his embroidered ſuit of 
pretence, and ſhare with him the tattered | 


was held at Mr. Fox's of all thoſe in Oppoſition who 
were likely to take part in the debate on either fide; 
for the purpoſe of communicating the line they intends. 
ed following in debate, and thus marking in the ſtrongeſt 
| en manner the e of its e diſ- 


"_ . ON uſed by Sir Gilbert Elliott, in a ſpecth 
which, as it /* om to have peer e ir muſt have | 
been ſtudied: | 


* 


15 
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| tags of his genuine deformity; that ke 


could be prevailed upon to exhibit himſelf | 
in cony\ junction with him before a confiding 


majority; like the uncaſed Frenchmari in 


ruffles without a fhirt—in tinſel and lace on 
che outſide, and in dirt and dowlas with⸗ | 
in “; and the declaration made in debate 
by the Duke of Portland hinifelf, did not 
ſeem to be calculated to give him much en⸗ 


coouragement. As he had prevailed how- 


ever in eſtabliſhing a private communica- 
tion on the ſubject of the proclamation, in 
a manner contradictory to the antecedent | 

declarations of the party, he felt doubtleſs _ 


to a degree encouraged by a channel being 


* See Mr. Windham's Speech on Mr. Thompſon 's 


motion, e To inquire into all abuſes committed by per- 
« ſons in office at the election of a Member to ſerve in 


« Parliament for the City of Weſtminſter, in] uly 1789 
« —as far as the ſame relates to penalties incurred un⸗ 


6 der the Exciſe Laws, or Lottery a Ou 
"= 
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now. for the firſt time N through 
which an experiment might be made. | 


That the Miniſter ſhould ſacrifice one 106 | 
: the main props of his government to the 
unnatural ob ect of providing for one whom 1 
he had ever reprobated, and by whom he 
had been uniformly, with acrimony, oppoſed, 
ſeemed ſtrange ; that at the moment of hold- g 
ing forth in public the neceſſity of ſupport- 
ing and ſtrengthening the hand of govern- 
ment, he. himſelf ſhould chooſe to overturn 
one of the. principal Pillars by which his 
power had been ſupported, was ſingular, But 
his plan was now obviouſly concerted ;— 
the apparent diviſion of Oppoſition | had 
diſcloſed to him new views of perſonal great- . 
neſs: with the ſubtilty he has ever poſſeſſed, : 
he graſped at the opening; and to add to 
the probability of its ſucceſs, diſregarding _ 
what muſt have been the feelings of his 
7 6 | Sovereign, 


0 


[ * 1 


Sovereign, and forgettut of the ec be bad | 
rendere d, by the dilfhiffic 6n of Lord Thur. 


low a door was opened to the completion of 


the views of the man in Oppoftion that he 


muſt have regar arded as moſt likely to liſten 


to his Offers. He recolleaed' the IE 


of Mr. Wedderburn, when he became So- 
leltor General; and if he did not aig rom | 
hence a probability of fuccee« ing in de- 
tachitig Lord Laab and ſonſe of bis = 


fiene from "the pe 5, he far at leaſt 


upon this occaſion "the certai ain ainty of finding 
in hitn” a ſure ald . An," ne gorittor,” tte 


had probably read with attention the works 
of his new maſter in politics, and the decla- | 


ration had not eſcapell h um, that 4 as to 
&« leaders in patties,” there is nothing more 
60 common than to ſee them blindly ted; 3 it 
« ig by go'bttweens the world'i is governed: 


„ theſe goebetweens influetce the perſons 
« with" ehem they catry on theintercou urſe, 


| 5 0h ; ; IF, cc by 


FF 4 3 
« by dating their own ſenſe to each of them 
as the ſenſe of the other.“ And thus in- 
Fake they generally obtain 3 ends. As 


long as the Chancellorſhip was vacant, he 
e have no _doubt that the, ends of the | 


acts ets with his own; {wb was 

fon of, his activity ;—and the general diſ- 
Poſition. he had at the time to believe every 
2 thing. Mr. Burke ſaid, gave him perhaps 
| hopes « of. the ſucceſs of ſuch a geo. between. 


9 ho fruitleſs efforts and vague con- 

; 3 however, in which the arts inci- 
dent to the ſituation were doubtleſs not 
left unpraQiiſed by the 1 ingenuity « of the ne- 
gociator, the attempt proved abortive ; ; and 
even the conductor of the negociation him- 
ſelf ſeemed to have caught for a moment a 
little of the principle which thoſe with 
whom he negociated then poſſeſſed, and de- 
N. | clared 
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elared his unwillingneſs without their e con- 
currence TO accept. ” Ek 8 


By the Duke of Portland ſo little atten- 
tion was paid to it, that almoſt at the very 
time a propoſition was made, with his con- 
currence and authority, by a perſon deſerv- 
edly high in rank and eſtimation, for the for- 
mation of a new adminiſtration *; and fo 
little did Mr. Pitt's friends ſee any hopes of 
f acquiring new ſtrength, or any certainty: « of 
ſtability, that, it is ſaid, they forced him ſoon 
after this to throw . aſide that affected 

ſqueamiſhneſs which formerly diſtinguiſhed 

his conduct, and accept the Wardenſhip of 
the Cinque Ports, as a permanent proviſion . 
in the event of a reverſe of fortune. 


But the autumn of this year was N 


11 The Duke of Leeds is „ to 8 5 had the 


honour of ſobmiting this propoſal to his Majeſty. 
with 
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with more 5 evento chan in the 
hiſtory of man were ever antecedently crowds 
_ ed together in ſo ſflort a period of time. If 
thoſe who were avowed enemies, in {pecu- 
lation, to the French revolution felt elated 
when they faw the rapid progreſs of the allied 
arms on their entering into Frante, the ſubs 
ſequent occurrences had tended: equally to 
depreſs them; and as the exertions of the 


French made in their defence commanded 
reſpect, it was by them dreaded, that their 
principles would in this country immediately 
acquire a proportionable admiration, Rea- | 
ſon had ſo far deceived all concerning the | 

events of the campaign, that it became for a 
time out of faſhion to reſort to it. Thoſe who 
formerly repreſented themſelves as feating 
that change might lead to ſtir up an admi- 
ration of French principles, and for that 
reaſon more than ever diſliking- reform, 
now 9 avowed their dread of an im- 


N 2 1 mediate 


i 


0 
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mediate revolution; and to their 1 imagina - 


tions, occupied with the phantom, there was 


hardly any occurrence that did not appear 


ſomehow to portend it: with perfect in- 


difference to the reality of the grounds of 


their fears, like true zealots, they thought 
and they harangued alone on the extent 
of their alarms. ORE e 


/ 


The French in the x mean a time, cate with 


4 


ances been <= of acts which gave us 


juſt ground of offence ; and the Miniſter, 
whilſt the feelings and temper of thoſe who | 
had formerly Joined him upon che procla- 
mation ſeemed upon theſe topics to inſure 
him ſupport, law the certainty of being able, | 


; in conſequence of the conduct of France, to | 


produce diſcuſſion on the ſubj ed. 


Ds 1 


WY now ſaw a 5 of Weiden not 
upon one iſolated een but upon queſ- 
tions 


E W7 1] 

tions which, as long as they were under 
diſcuſſion, muſt from their nature form the 
moſt important ſubjects of deliberation, 
and thus of creating amongſt his opponents 
ſuch a difference, as a man even leſs expe- 
rienced in thoſe arts than himfe}f could eaſily 
foreſee would at leaſt give an opportunity, 
and furniſh ample pretence, for the many 
who were attached alone by feelings of 
honour to the party (he had ſhewn himſelf 
ſo anxious, by diviſion, to deſtroy), to con- 
ſult thoſe views of intereſt which the poſ- 
ſeſſion of his ſituation has taught others 
as well as himſelf to believe exiſted 1 in all, 


i the intereſts of. his country had been 
his only or his principal object; if he had 
been alone actuated with a deſire to obtain 
redreſs for the injury or inſult that we or 
our allies might have ſuffered; as there exiſts 
no means of obtaining fuch. redreſs but by 

N * addrefling 
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addreſſing ourſelves to the power of whom 
we complain, he would of courſe have at- 


tempted to negociate. Then was not the mo- 


ment when he would have rouſed a queſtion 


about the recognition of the French Re- 


public, which by his conduct he had already 
decided“; or when he would have laid 


ſuch a ſtreſs upon the difference betwixt a'ſe- 
eret and avowed negociator—a point which, 


though it ſeemed immaterial to us, the na- 
ture of their ſituation; he knew, rendered 


it impoſſible for the Proviſional Executive 


Government to get orer f. Then was not 


* See Mr. Fox's Letter to his . 1 


. oo 


+ In a e Mr, Pitt had with M. "Marte 


to have ſaid, * You ſpeak, Sir, of a fecret agent. I 
er foreſee à difficulty. Tou know that in France" we 
K*. 4 88 a great W for the public opinion, which 


e conſtitutes 


| the end of November 1792, the latter reports himſelf _ 


[ 299 J 

the time, when he would have ſtated with 
ſuch alarm, and ſhewn ſuch eagerneſs to 
reſent with acrimony, communications of the 
French with ſocieties in this country, which 
he had long ſuffered unmoleſted to proceed *, 
But in purſuit of his e object, the 


« ee the force of . government, and which 
is a wholeſome reſtraint on thoſe who govern. This 
« « public opinion, however, is ready to demand of 
te the Proviſional Executive Council, Why it has had 
& the weakneſs not to require the recognition of the 
French Republic by England? Will it then be poſſible 
be to treat with you by the means of a ſecret agent? 
4 We have here a Miniſter Plenipotentiary, who has 
« all the confidence of our Government.” 


* See the correſpondence of the Conſtitutional So- 
ciety with the Convention of France and various ] acobin 
Clubs, publiſhed in London in 1792, where there is to 
be found an account of the reception of an embaſly 
from the Jacobin Society of Nantes, and a number of 

letters, of adare much antecedent to this, n.: than 
| any thing that has appeared. 


N 4 b diüviſion 
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diviſion of his opponents and the acquiſition 
-- Bf ſupporters, this was obviouſly the only 
line he could purſue. Looking to it, he was 
naturally led to throw ſuch difficulties in the 
way of accommodation, to ſuſpend with as 

much art as poſſible negociation, that the 
| object of difference might be kept up ; and 
to call Parliament together as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, that the opportunity of fermenting it 
by public diſcuſſion might occur. Under 
the laws of the country, it was difficult to 
meet Parliament ſo ſoon as the eagerneſs in 
his favourite purſuit rendered defirable; but 
the object was too big for even the greateſt 
obſtacles not to appear inſigniftant, At any 
other time, he would have been ' careful of 
the facts he put into the mouth of his So- 
vereign; but to obtain his end, he heſitated 5 


not now to iſſue a proclamation, which, as 
it 18 the firſt, — gave the laſt ac 
count 
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count of any inſt urrections exiſting *; *, and 
in conſequence of this, Parliament, as the | 


law directe, was 1 dae. 


In anticipating the ſupport Sgt 24 was 
now ſure in Parliament of obtaining, he was 
not dead to a ſenſe of the neceſſity of rouſing 
a ſudden fermentation in the minds of the 
| people, that they might ſympathize with 
the conduct which his purpoſes rendered it 
neceſſary he ſhould purſue. To introduce any 
thing like that club government which had 


„Mr. Grenville, who on the firſt proclamation ſup- 
ported and till ſupports . Adminiſtration, declared, 
© that nothing that had been mentioned appeared to 
« him by any means equivalent to an inſurrection. He 
« was of opinion, that the ſtate of the country was ill 
c deſcribed by the proclamation ; and he was the more | 


© induced to come forward with this opinion, as he was 


dc . eee chat "__ Wes ariſe from ſuch ex- 
SE 'aggeration.” e e 75 
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been the ſource of calamity i in France ſeemed 
a ſtrange and dangerous meaſure, at a mo- 
ment when his eloquence. was chiefly to be 
employed in reprobating it. But, in pur- 
ſuit of his ends, he had become. habitually 
negligent of the conſequences or the means : 
ang as he was ready to riſque the involving 

us in war, by the haughty language he held, 
and the difficulties he artfully created, for . 
| the purpoſe of flattering thoſe in Parliament 
whoſe ſupport he courted; ſo he was willing 
to adopt even the hated forms of French 
anarchy, to force the minds of the people 
into ſuch a ſtate, as might admit of their 
{ympathizing with thoſe meaſures, which his 
intrigue for ſupporters had induced him ſo 
ſuddenly and rapidly to adopt, that the 
'uſual ſure but flow channels of influence 


5 had not time to effect the change which his | 
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ſecurity required, Clubs accordingly every- 
| , appeared, headed by the dependants 
2] and 
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and eſtabliſhed under the influence of G0. 
vernment, and the clamour that was raiſed | 
ſoon announced the ſucceſs of the meaſure, 
When Parliament met, the reſult of his plans 
was apparent. In the party he withed- to 
break down there exiſted a marked diviſion; 
and as the diſunion furniſhed the opportu · 
nity, the clamour of the country ſoon gave 
encouragement to all thoſe who were with ⸗ 
held only by a ſlight feeling of honour, to 
declare their ſupport of his meaſures. It was 
then that affected dread of the friends of 
the unfortunate Briſſot producing an ap- 
parent neglect of his engagements to his 
own, gave to the nation a new Chancel- 
lor *, and to the Miniſter additional ſup- 
port. And the ſucceſſive compliments, 
which by the Alien Bill, the infractions of 
| the Commercial Treaty, and the 1 ignominie | 


_ In he Houſe of Loris 8 | 


Briſſot was the latisfactory reaſon given for his conduct. 
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ouſly diſmiſſing the Ambaſſador, he paid to 
his new ſupporters, whilſt they unfortu- 
nately involved us in a war, of which, ſix 
months before this opportunity of acquiring 
ſtrength occurred, he had hardly ſeen in fif- 
teen years the probability, inſured him the 
promiſed ſupport even of ſome of the leaders 
of the party, at the moment that he was 
riſking the ſafety of his me to .. n 
eee | „ 


The firong and animated exertions of edle 
ſmall Oppoſition that remained to promote 
ets and ſecure peace, which un- 
nm then might have been obtained *, 


I had at this time Eels opportunities of ſeeing 
and talking with many of the leading men in France z 
and my obſervation concurs with the account ſince 
given by Dumourier, and even with that given by a 
man ſuppoſed to be in the employ of Government, to 
convince me that there exiſted not an individual in that 
country, in poſſeſſion of any influence, who did not anxi- 
_ vuſly wiſh to avoid hoſtilities with this, ee 


were 


E ” 
were overhorne by the ſtrength he had aa- 
quired, and drowned in the clamour he had 
created. And whilit I look back with ſor= | 
row at the ſupport which t Hox: then 
loſt ; with pride at the meaſures he 
mended; with nee! at ws ſuccels 
of the intrigue of the Miniſter. for ſupport» 
ers; with et at the e has oo⸗- 


geln of, Lord Bacon on the ſpeech: 51 The- | 
miſtocles the Athenian, which emphatically 

deſcribes the, different  excellencies | thoſe 
ſtateſmen exhibited upon this, as they have 
upon every other occaſion. | * Themiſtocles 
being defired at a feaſt to touch a lute, {aid 
« he could not; but yet he could make a 
< ſmall town a great city. Theſe words 
.* (holpen a little with a ' metaphor) may 
© expreſs two different abilities in thoſe that 

6 deal in buſineſs of eſtate :—for if a true 
IS ſurvey: be taken of. counſellors. and ſtateſ- 
| « men, 
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* men, there may be found, though tavely; 
& thoſe that can make a ſmall ſtate great, 
yet cannot fiddle; —as on the other fide 
© there will be found A great matry that can 
«fiddle very cuntiingly, but yet are ſo far 
from being able to make # ſmall ſtate great, 
© as their gift kes the other way, t6'brivig a 
_ and neee as eo ruin and de- 
© and ditt, whereby many counſellors” and 
© governors gain both favour wick their 


* maſter and eftimation with the 
. * ſerve no better name than idling” | 
48 150 eee 2 5 01 ee 1 


din art ve: Mr. Pitt and ze folly of 
fome of its leaders, Oppoſition was now ef- 
fe@tually fiddled ont of moſt of "its ſapport- 

ers *; Aug bis | conduit. and meaſures the 
| ? h e "oy 


| © When the Duke of Portland called; in the monk 
| 55 
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country was involved itt war; and thug 
without an attempt at, and even . by means 
of carefully avoiding, negbelation, the differs 

ent ends of all were attained. The Cotirt ſaw 


the ſyſtem of ruling by ſecret influence they 
dreaded, and which it had been the Minz 
ſters object at all events to demolih. he 
Duke ef Portland and his friends ſawthe 
country involved in that war, in which 
their alarms foolifhly taught them to ſee the 
fevintty a and a ee of ders nation. 


17 8 
14 


—— of thetr Areigth, it was in i wa 
that the Duke of Portland, and ſome few 


5 pr = * 


- 5 eee a meeting = all thoſe . had 
formerly acted 1 in the Oppoſition, to conſider the means 
of oppoſing the Traitorous Correſpondence Bill (which 
he however afterwards ſupported), excepting thoſe who | 
with Mr. Fox oppoſed the war, and ſome of his Grace s 
con relations, chere was hardly any. body attended. 

| of 
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of the leading men with whom he .was 


connected, ſtill to a degree maintained the 
principle upon which they had acted; that 


they repeated their averſion 40. the ſyſtem 


upon which adminiſtration had been form- 
ed. and attributed. to.that, and the conduct 


dhe calamities in — 


* In the Houſe pp 3 on as. Alien Bil, the : 


Duke of Portland declared, that e it was not on account 


5 of any perſonal attachment to the preſent Adminiſtra- 
« tion that he ſupported it. He could not forget the 


- "8 manner i in which they came into power; he could not 
| « forget the many circumſtances in their conduct by 
0 which, in his opinion, they had forfeited all title to 

1 85 « the confidence of the nation; he could not forget that 
«, to their miſconduct many of our preſent difficulties 
ee were owing. And in the Houſe of Commons Lord 
Titchfield, after declaring that his political ſentiments 


| [ 209 Y | 
which they formerly poſfefſed, and eren 
now ſtated, one would have thought muſt 
have taught them, that fuch ' declarations 
could now alone ſerve as food for his va- 
nity - that ke muſt have looked with de- 
light at the ſtate into which he had reduced 
them wir joy at the fituation in which 
- had placed himfetf, If the war was at- 
ended with ſucceſs, he faw himfelf ſecure of 
pron ſopport, ſure of monopoliz zing the : 
credit—and, if unfortunately” it ſhould” be 
rw „ he eality mn have gerd 


_ e e ined: 0 Toad chas they had ever” 
been. © His opinion of the gentlemen who compoſed 
« the prefent Adminiſtration was in rio reſpe& altered; 
| ſtated that * he couſd not tos explicitly: — : 

e no other reſpe& could he give them any ſhare of bis 
© confidence, and that he could not too openly avow his 
* attachment to thoſe Political principles and connec- 
« tions, with which he had the happineſs of entering 
&; into public life, and” to Which it was lis fincere 
& "pie for ever to adhere.” a ts N $36 520 
DO from 
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from the experience he now had of t 


that it would require leſs management 1 
he had already practiſed with certainty, to 
ſhare with them the diſgrace and divide waa 
nnd Ever fond of humbling thoſe 
with whom he. unites, with what pleaſure 
muſt he. have heard thoſe declarations, when 
he anticipated the additional i ignominy that 
would attend their conduct if eyer the hoy "op 
came. when the misfortunes. of. the country 
mould render a union convenient for 
him! for he could not doubt but hat, 
at any time, he had them completely in \ his 


power; ; and that a call upon their honour 
to, come, forward, and ſhare the reſponſibi- 
con eee thoſe meaſures of whi 8 
manner been tlie authors, | 

even if Weir Wischen place did not make 
them graſp at the offer, would probably ef. 
fect that which however: at all events a threat 


of his. 2 was fore, to ag. 1 2 
* ä in a 


KY # . . ; * 


- 


In the hour of calamity we EO accords 
_ ingly ſeen them brought” forward; and' as 


their folly had alre dy effected a facrifice of 
the ſtrength h of che party to his art, they 
have now b en forced to I prin- 
ciple of it to his convenience. 1E term 
is harſh, and I feel perhaps more in writing | 
It than 1 moſt of them will in reading it; 


Ru diffohurions: by: 
on any particular ee ren 
dered it impracticable to coaleſce with an 

iniſtration formed on the principle of 
Mr. FAS NON you agreed ws: 
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of the, greateſt importance. 

The cordial ſupport of, Mr. Fex on, he 
queſtion of the Slave Trade never had made 
a union more probable; hut if it Was 
otherwiſe Lord Auckland would ſtand armed 


him on ſul 


with, his defence 2s, well zg the, Duke: of 
Portland: and the defence of both is ſimi· 
lar; for if che one conſuders LB a 
caſe of ſufficient. importance to 
the other DAT: - confider dhe co 
treaty as ſuch, The language of boch cone. 
veys the ame idea, and is 6qually. re 
nant to every principle; on which they were 
united: it makes the ſtability of connec- 
_ tion: depend. upon the Whim, caprie Per- i 
kur- dhe convenience, of individuals, and 
y en on which a 
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Sock is. che mannes nd ſuch the: 
poſes for which this'courtry: has in reality 
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bees involved. in war;; and ſuch are the 
meas that have induced ſome of the lead- 
ing men * that party, which it had been 
the object and the pride of Lord Rocking 
ham's life to form, to trample its principles 
under foot, and thus to give Mr. Pitt an op- 
x porkanddy! of completing his triumph over 
thein who, as he had formerly exhibited : 
Lord Auckland on the treaſury bench now 
reſerved for the head of the Whigs, the mere 
marked humiliation of exhibiting: him in that 
cabinet whoſe formation he had - uniformly | 
deprecated, decorated with thiat blue ribbon 
which his Sovereign and the Nation claimed 
for Lord Howe, and in poſſeſſion of that 
third Secretaryſhip of State which it had 
been mn of his oe ab 16 re- 
| Sonar ce on EIN EY = 

5 e | 4 act me : 
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In Lots Rockingham's admitiftration, „ "this office 
wand; and an Act of Parliament paſſed to make 
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Thus terminated, in form as ved us 
ods the exiſting Whig party: affording, 

_ unfortunately for the country, a ſtriking leſſon 
to men of talents and abilities in future, how | 
theylendtheſe ineſtimable bleſſings, where po- 
litical fear may predominate or folly may guide. 
Happy in domeſtic life, beloved by their 
friends, and reſpected by all, the nominal F 
heads of the party might: have long, 

' credit to themſelves, enjoyed the . 
comforts that fortune and rank could Wer, 
But, drawn from their natural ſphere, 
0 on notice, raiſed in he opinion of : 


= £2 „ 
1 4 8 9d 9 jaws 


it untenable with a ſeit in the Houſe of Commons. Tn 
che perſon of the Duke of Portland it has been revived, 
who haslent himſelf to 4 miſerable evaſion of the ſpirit 
of the Act, and, though i in poſſeſſion of the degartment | 
held by Mr: Dundas, has, by accepting the ſeals that 
| were formerly in the poſſeſſion of the third Secretary, 
ſecured, as they imagine under the letter, of the AQ, 
the e of Mr. Dundas h in Pa liament, 


Lag] 


þ the world by the talents a abilities of 
| thoſe around them at the moment when 
theſe by ſteadineſs and principle ſaw, in the 
. preſervation of the country from the cala- 
- mities in which it was about to be involved, 
f an ample requital for their paſt toils—at a 
-4 time when party became moſt neceſſary 
| ſome actuated by fear, ſome by folly, at 
once annihilated all their fair hopes. By this 
arts they were induced to throw themſelves 
| at the feet of a Miniſter whom they had 
| reprobated, and by: this ſhameful and diſ- 
aſtrous event have for the time, it is to be 
feared, rendered it equally impoſſible for the 
Sovereign on the one hand, or the Public 
on the other, to reſiſt the calamity of the 
meaſures he has, to ſecure their e 
. oy induced to e 8 


. conduct 


5 who have re 


E 
conduct of it, and the inereaſedeslamities that 
are likely in future to attend it, I hall in my 
vert have an opportunity of obſerving. Of the 
immediate effectof the diſſolutionof the Whig 
party, we have had ſome ſmall ſpecimens, In 
the unparalleled proviſion of the traitorous 
correſpondence bill; in the doctrines beld 
relative to voluntary contributions, and the 
admitting of foreign troops; in the ſuſpen- 
ſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, we feel its 
effects. What will be the ultimate conſo- 
quence it is hardly poſſible to ſay; but there 
"In 'no one can ſee with indifference none 
flected ſeriouſly on the 5. 
ture of che government of this country, 
without dread, indeed. pariy, the only oi 
| engine which enabled yo to combine 5 
” all the paſſions and feelings of men, in aid ' 
of public virtue againſt that prevalent Ve- 
nality generated by the practice c of our con- 5 
Mieution, ſo WORST and: diminiſhed at a | 


moment 
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3 Fn ee is e ee AS: PEF- 
a s yerſe and vexatious conſequence, that their 
i benefit is not only unconnected with that o. 
. the nation, but grows under diſtreſs; when 
« thoſe around the Miuiſter feed on LN 

te pence, and fatten on every extravaganc 
* that art and ill conduct can et 5 aft on the 
6 natural diſadvantages. of remote, raſh, u- 
66 dive and eu war; [IE LY 


| « eee 
« which is his crime; to entrench himſel 
6 {i deeper in et by OE 


N 


* Ki is believed, that the fees upon a the treaties and 
the commiſſions have increaſed the emoluments of ſome 
of the Offices of Heine to an extent of which there is 

mad e FEY : 

. 


L 8» } 
«and unmeaſured extravagance to have this: 
* means of juſtifying to the faithful Com- 
mons the events which his * en o- 
* calioned.”- „„ . 


15 in is one conſequence, however, 
Which from all this muſt but too ſurelyx 
follow, more particularly if it is true, 
that there is at this moment a diſinclina- 
tion to ſubordination.—As long as public - | 
virtue diſtinguiſhed the Miniſters and ſur- 
rounded the Throne, the libels of a Paine 
might be regarded with indifference; but 
when the firſt favours of the Court nic 0 
uniformly a dereliction of principle upon 
the: ſve of- the man who receives them, 
en it is that, if chere exiſts any thing 
like: virtue in the community. it muſt 
£ take from thoſe around the King the „ 
gard of the People. When honours are 
ſeldom acquired, but with the loſs of cha 5 | 

rafter, 1 


V e eee no er to be 
found amongſt public men, then it is that 
public inſtitutions can no longer obtain that 
reverence the n we * nn 


. 


| The dualen of bs, eee ee 


ae are conſidered, offers, 


thoſe be bo 8 — wou 
have been the inſtruments of the falvation of 
the country, have 18 the means of bring - 
ing it into its, preſent ſituation When he 
knows not whether moſt be any re- 
| en, and i in a mann annil 
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bi ofthe party he has ſupported, or the falſe | 
|. . fects of the-meaſures to which its deſtr ction 
bas led. There remains to me, bone, 
ond ſatisfaction, that of thinking that as an 
individual I have conducted myſelf bear, 
and conſcientiouſſy. P 

for my perſonal views, in the ſenſe. of als 
word ariſing out of the corruption of the 
country, I pretend not tu have acted; by the 
lctates of ſound wiſdom it would be pre- 
ſumption in me to ſay J have been guided; 
| but to the merit of conſiſtency I muſt put 
5 in my claim; and 1 may venture, I think, 
| to aſſert, that what was in me the effect of 
early conviction, has been now for mani 
| years: de item ne '6f ad itiea 
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the party wick which I act is in numbers, | 
mill J for nn inthe juſtics 
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ofo our cauſe 1 feel our firength ; in the talent 
and abilities of thoſe with whom I have the | 
honour to act, our main ſupport. 


It is our object to recover 40 814 coun- 
try the bleſſings of tranquillity and peace; 


we wiſh to put an end to the irritation 


of the public mind; we look with anxiety | 

to the reſtitution of the mild practice 
of Engliſh law; we wiſh not to hazard the 
5 bleſſings we enjoy in a conteſt with what 


we are taught to conſider the e of | 
France. 


| © To obtain theſe points, however deſirable 
| and neceſſary for the country, may be diffi- 
cult, but I truſt not impoſſible; the public 


mind muſt in time be undeceived; T re- 
flection muſt operate a change in the opi- 


nions of men; it cannot be long ere the 


people will begin to think what they can 


23 and what they may loſe! 
Southend, October 7, 1794. 


LETTER III. 


I HAVE already laid before you what ap- 
pear to me to have been the real cauſes of 
our preſent unfortunate ſituation; I have 
ſubmitted to your conſideration the prin- 

eiples that, in my mind, have guided the 
conduct of Miniſters; and I have endea- 


voured to ſhew you, that no regard to the - 


public, but an attention to private and par- 
ticular intereſts, has led us on from ſtep to 
| ſtep to the preſent ſcene of accumulated dif- 
treſs. It now remains to give you a view 
of our preſent and future proſpects; and as 
I have explained my paſt, ſo will I now | 
ſhortly conſider what muſt be my future 
line of political conduct, which, as it is | 
_—_— by principle, no change of 
n 
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1 can materially ade, and no 


unforeſeen occurrence can greatly alter. 


Eaſy and-fimple indeed will this laſt taſk 


| prove, when compared with the difficulty | 
of confeckuring any poſſible mode in which 


the preſent Miniſters can with honour ex 


; tricate themſelves or their country fra, £2 


ugbeard-of and unſurmountable calamiti 


in Which we are involved. The W eit . 5 


of the country, might perhaps under rnb 
men, and by purſuing different meaſures : 


i £ | be preſeryed.; but for Miniſters to undo 
ey have done, to unſay all 


chey have aſſerted for theſe laſt two years, is 
_ impracticable; ;to diſentangle themſelves from 
_ the trammels of their own toils, ſimply im- 
- poſlible. Of any change, howeyer, there i: 
at preſent _no- been „ with a Apr, 


| common cauſe, between themſehy To 
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| ceeded in dragging both into the ſame laby- 
i rinth, and the future condition of this once 
powerful kingdom is now only to be learnt 
by an inveſtigation of thoſe principles that. 
| are ks "41h to aQtuate the conduct of its 


| This ered. then is of the - 
| „ and it becomes us much, ſeriouſly 

| i reflect upon the different motives that will 
probably influence the various ſprings that 
are r to give elaſticity to the future 
rations of the component A the 
e adminiſtration. 


A of! n Wy dread ef 
, the extenſion of French principles, have 
from the beginning of the preſent conteſt | 
uniformly guided the policy of Burlington 
Houſe, and i its adherents, i is a fact that I pre- - 
ſame no one will attempt to controvert. Fear 
85 * 5 then 


8 1 2 4 
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1 


then is evidently the cauſe from w 


_ mately at upon the ſtate; for if in: 


conduct, what they tegen 


1 1 


have acted. The effect it has pee 8 


the war with France. And it of courſe na- 
turally follows, that, as with the ſucceſſes of 
| France the original cauſe will increaſe, fo, 


as their fears gain ſtrength, their avidity for 


war muſt propottionably augment ; a dread- 


ful fituation indeed, placing us in this ſingu- 


lar dilemma, that, when peace becomes in- 


diſpenſably neceſſary, then ſhall our execu-· 
tive government be moſt fixed in their de- 


termination to continue the war; when the 


ability no longer exiſts of carrying it on at 


all, then thall we reſolve to carry it on with 


the greateſt vigour. As fear acts upon in- 
dividuals, ſo muſt this political terror ulti· 


tempting to eſcape a danger we frequently 
plunge headlong i into it, , o, upon their own | 
principles, if they perſevere in their preſe 


A947 
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Annie © aer muſt become the agent of their 


principle muſt. ever prove, by it they have 
been ſolely guided, and, true to their fears 
alone, they firſt deſerted every former con- 
nexion, and at length have involved them- 
ſelves. in a ſituation where the aſſertion of | 
_ conſtitutional principle would be i in itſelf 
nugatory and ridiculous. So long as they N 
gave an independent ſupport to government, 
they might, with conſiſtency, reſiſt any mea- 
ſure they conceived to have an unconſtitu- 
tional tendency. Their ſupport of the war 
might be uniform, and their regard to con- 
| Ritutional principles at the ſame time main- 
tained; but from the moment they went into 
office, they at once placed themſelves in the 
power of the Miniſter. To ftrengthen his 
hands, 0 enable him to W war 
'P2 with 


— 
. 
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w lt additional vigour, they cabinet — 
to reſign upon their own grounds afterwards. 
is impoſſible, in as much as by weakening 
the executive government they act _ 
their only remaining principle for which all 
others. have already been abandoned. To 
affect independence would therefore be ab- 
ſurd. They. cannot be blind to their au- 
ation; they muſt feel that the Minifter Kill 
holds in his hands the powerful means by 
which he forced them with humiliation in- | 
to office, and that a repetition of its exer- 
tion muſt at any ir e reduce them to paſſive 


In the . of the war Fees ey 

| can have a voice; in every other point, on 
every other ſubject, the mandate of Mr. Pitt 

muſt be the mobs of their conduct. | 


* E * 8 5 4 « * 8 * * * * x 4 


55 ; this ee """ wot. 


Gn 


Ia). 


is the difficulty they have found of 


ing through the ſtipulations they made pre- 


vious to accepting office? It is needleſs to 


enter into the pitiful negotiation for per- 


ſonal honours to be co 1 
could eondeſcen to bargain for, at 5 mo- 
ment * W eee he 

not with bis katere ts; it 


his hopes of expoſing chew alhh let us at- 


tend to the great point his Grace is ſaid to 
have ſtipulated for—the government of Ire- 
| land. | That he ſhould feel i it deſirable and 
| fitting, i in the moment of deſe ting his own 
political friends in England, to demand a 
in ſacrifice from Mr. Pitt of his friend: 
in Ireland, is not aſtoniſhing : that he who 
/ had yielded the uncontrouled way in Great 


Britain to the Miaiſter, 4 ſhould wiſh h to poſ- 
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: theſe; if the Duke of Portland 
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1 » It has n. not 5 the leaſt entertaining wech m 1 
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bes ilar powerin Ireland, is moth natural 
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How bar U will ver be 
completely carried, into effect, it is impoſ 
Able to foreſee: but as the e 
ng it have, for months paſt, en. 
ted one of the moſt, ridiculous and di- 
ir 8 ſeenes that _ eyen in the preſent 
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ſingular occurrences that now daily happen, to have 
obſerved the progreſs of this difference betwixt the 
Dube of Portland and Mr. Pitt. Their adherents on 
| bothifides have with equal. obſtinacy aſſerted, on che one 
Hand that che original n Was acquieſced in, 
and the eertainty of r tion, unleſs it is carried into 


effect, has been publicly: avowed: on the other, that che 4 
whole hs proceeded from miſtake, and the Miniſter's 
„ with Lord Weſtmorland is wall 
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1 enge * reluctant: hut 
complete ee | of the adherents of 
Burlington-Houſe now to demand or en- 
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Fron e dn de y hav 
| nothing to. hit in vain + o they Jogk 


eee. 2 
h 35 lade his eaten, at hs moment 
another pkrſon was accepting his place from the Duke 
755 5 of Portland; we have ſeen Earl Fitzwilliam preparing 
5 to go, Lord Weſtmorland determine ed to Hay. 15 f is 
| now, h however, confidently faid, that Lord Fitz ill 
7 is to ko, and that Mr. Pitt has preſerved his friends 
in their fituations'; an arrangement as little calculated 
to fatisfy expeCtant Chancellors, &c. at Burlington- 
"Houle, as it is to afford a permanent ſecurity for any 
Reis „„ ſubſtantial 
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In contemplating the Miniſter, and and the 
Pebble line the motives that have regulated - 
his conduct will. induce him to purſue, our 
hopes are equally gloomy. | Guided more, 10 
as T have ſtated at length in my laſt letter, 
by perſonal motiZ&es than any e ee 
and having ſucceeded beyond his moſt ſan- 
| guine e expectation i in the obj ect of his ſolici - 5 
tude; having divided the party he dreaded; 
having placed himſelf | at the head of that 
8 5 he originally trampled on, 


fubſtantial change principle | in x "government 7 
Ireland.—ls it to be ſuppoſed that Lord Fitzwilliam can 
have any real confidence in Lord Fitzgibbon and . 
friends, or that Mr. Burne and Mr. Keogh can ever 
receive any boon, however defirable | in 2285 vith com- 
placency from that . VV 


will ly GD ; wht es 


Pains to acquire, or that he will ſoon re- 
what he has purchaſed at ſo dear a 


nal benefit he derived from it, a con 
tinuation of the ſaerifice is 


by 


i to him the conſtitution, he 
mut eon oncede to them the peace of the 
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_ rations muſt equally lend: the Miniſter and 


his friends; for, ſimilar as the conteſt i is in is 
or IT un, in thi 


-mencement- of b we equally oli-ſtepped | 


every fair and. 8 te bound Ay c 
dane un deine et oe n 


„ Sa 


on; ee hee Irnir Her 56 
yernment is afſerted. 1 ſpeak nat now 7 
ſupreme folly of the idea in either inſtance 

but I ſhould, have thought that the experi- 
ence of the fatal conſequences that acted - 
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| probe iſſae- of uncertain war, cninith 
and reſolution mark the conduct of A wiſe 
| Miniſter; he elevates not his own expec- 
tation, or that of his country, beyond the 
Well founded hopes ariling from preſent 
vigour and immediate exertion; in the 


be Tees the only ſource and ſur ure road to 


on Sate, but Aae eee to act ſo as to 
come up to the expectation of the 1 att 
_ "puine,| 1 ntemperance and paſſion form no 
part of his character, they give no ſway to 
Bis conduct: unfortunately however for us, 
whether through miſtaken policy or 
ele theſe have now for two wars been-our 

. | | e | ſolo 
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pledged their perſonal ch ratter and x 
tion to n en 


= ons, of. men in a. fate of x DEF an- 15 


er a ouſt | to have concluded: 3 in 


both, they looked not for ſucceſs as generat- 


| ing an end, but ſtated the end to which | 


they, were to bring their ſucceſs ; and in 
both, they, unhappily for che country, early 


8 4855. 
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ible to be at». 
s out of | 
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The ou of France, or „mee cov nt 


portion — the magnirude of the edle, i in- | 
ſtead of caution, one would conceive from 


their. conduct, have e raſhneſs deck. 


3 . . 
out Ana and deceive: the n who 


ment and n arts af the Mi initer, be 
"= to ſupport his chimerical ideas, irritated 
by declamation, and maddened by an ap- 
peal to the paſſions, brought themſelves. 
imagine they ſaw, in the greatneſs of the 
attempt, a ſure proof of the talents of the. 
proqector in the vaſtneſs of the idea, a cer- | 
| tainty of genius adaquate to its completion. 
| Miſerably indeed have they been deceived : 
our ability to carry it on our Miniſter's 
the public. But the melancholy folly of 
this our original conduct cannot now, be 
got the better of. Whatever may be our | 
ſituation, our nde and our : honour, ſtill 
urge us forward uſter's character 
and reputation are at lake; a, to ſave | 
ours own and his n whatever may now 
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be our opinion of the imipoſ ity of ſac» 
ecls, nem ttæaſure 20 4d: e — 
ED Se tg is 
- When | it the mind of cen hiking 
fd the — in wh l North . 
had placed himſelf W 267-954 was the 

eonſequence? New expectation was to be 


CL 


raiſed, and different meaſures purſued. This 


General was to be ſacrificed, and fome new 
- on to be adopted. . mg public gs were 


- en Sant am e eaſeivaligh: we. 


their own ehre rill at laſt dee 
| yas were ale, that _— plan was let 


. ned me aner Z 
effort proved but che truth of that which 
_ wiſdom ought" at — to have taught cham ; 


* 


from kmilar au Salli R_ are en- 
ſuing, | Generals may be changed, meafures 
may be varied; but the ultimate end of the 


ent * additional 


Ts carry it on, n is for Mr. Pitt's 
e character neceffary ; in him every 


ruin can apologize for his treating; and 
even to the ruin of his country he muſt 
now look for the preſervation of his chi 
nacter and a continuance | in Se 


; * 


But es bet cd Wan e 


capacity to treat, we may anticipate with me- 
ä cauſe of On 
„ | fulity'; | 


fatal anne be BRED | 


feeling mult lead to the deſperate proſecu- 
tion of it: he knows that nothing ſhort of 


nity; flatter ourſelvesz--in his confclous . 
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convenience ms may e 1 88 he Miniſter 
to to make a; piece of miſerable patch-work of 
5 rater ; but he, and thoſe Framed 
with nee ſee that every conſidera- 
tion of policy and wiſdom auen des the 
poſſibility of his treating with ſucceſs. The 
e he makes the attempt, by analyſing 
his political character as a. man, and ie 
condus as a miniſter, the whole of our 
ivy ſtand unveiled to our enemy. 
muſt know. that neceſſity, not 
3 dictates. the. meaſure. . They, muſt | 
feel that want of ability to carry on t 


Reg *, 85 © 


war, an and not a wiſh to re-eſtabliſh c, 
ty, leads to the propoſal; they muſt ſee 

that fear of them, and not love of peace, 
- aQuates. his conduct. In the very propoſal 
they ml bel diſcern. the, extent of, * 


of rs a they vil alone be ate a to =- 
1 „ a com- 
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* but to refuſe, and new evncbMong' muſt 
Lt be made? that it is fly to deny, and freſh 


: ſubmiſſion' muſt enſue? The ſacrifice of cha- 
racter, and of what he ſtated to be tlie in- 

tereſt of the nation, 10 her; will inſure the 
conceſſion of our deareſt intereſts 20 them; 

and if in the year 1791, to preſerve his place, 


the Miniſter made light of the honour of 
0 his counery--when he attempts to treat, in 
the ſituation to uhich he has now reduced us, 
he will learn the conſequence of fuch oo 
duct, by the ſolid and calamitous ſaerifices 
he will be obliged to make ſacrifices not 
made more to neceſſity, than to his paſt and 
preſenrimpolicy and ambition. It will -unfor- 
tunately, ever, not be even neceſſary for f 
them to Jookſbick to this memorable event; 5 
it is the nature of man to demand what 
be conceives would have been aſked; and 4 
in the. ſubmiſſions that Mr. Pitt would | 


have forced upon France, we may form a a | 
3 i ; competent 
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f competent judgment of the terms that he 
mm have Ss anc * 


0 Whether d then we . the aa 
in a body, or look at their ſeparate. views 


as dictating their general conduct, there ap- 
pears not in either caſe the ſmalleſt chance 


of peace; and when we reflect on the futi- 


. adherents maintain the neceſſity of nen 
it convinces us of their deter 


motives and views that actuate them. 


% 


-tis the 8 5 of things, to hold out 
even a remote chance of ultimate ſucceſs 


YE $7 4: 


bs totally impoſſible. With whom are you to 

treat ? is therefore the great point to which 
wiſely, I grant, for their pur- 
Poſes though its — is eaſil# forced 


they reſort 


8 1 themſelves by the ſimple queſ- 
QT | tion, 


ty of the. grounds on which they and their | 


re, To it ſhews equally the Ak 


| Gunz With whom. are Neun war . At 
there are. any to whom this can appear © lab _ 


completely concluſive, let them for a mo- 
ment reflect For what ae are at war, 
- Avowedly for the deſtruction of the Jacobin 
goveinment of France. The very acknow- 
ledgment of our object is then a complete 
| anſwer to the queſtion. If we: once confeſs, 
that we cannot obtain our end, it involves 
the natural concluſion, that the diſſolution 
of a government being the end, and it hav- 
| Ing failed, a government remains witk 
whom we may treat. But our object | 
| tated to be, to deſtroy, not to form a go- 
vernment. Looking then, if we can, to a ſuc- ' 
"ceſsful termination, the fact will whimſically 
be; that when we have 1 the objec " 
of our purſuit, then, then only; ſhal : 
we be exactly in the Saen in which it | 


[ | is no ſtated to be impra© icable for us te > 
| | 1 Wen; ; and the "Ry time we ſhalf have no 5 
| "Ou 


bg. . Ps 
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ding to treat with at all, wi 


be the very 


{Sy * ent When, 7 n to > the n 


FO The farce of ove; 


- object in ere mee, ele ni 


ent Bovernment, Miniſters Mate never | 


| 15 yet ventured to go: nor for their purpoſet 8 


every one, if they were to ſueceed in that 


object, pe; 
government was formed ;—in its formation, 
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e could not be made till a new. 


they who deſtroyed the laſt muſt of courſe 


have a leading ſhare: and thus, had they 
ſuceeeded, at the very cloſe of the war, 
8 though Miniſters from the firſt never dared 
to avo]m¾́ nien and true object, it 
; | n | 


ave ultimately reſulted as che natu- | 
ral conſequence of the malſuſeathey, ar- 


ment n dropped. to en nd 
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the plan of foreing a government on a peo 


in all its original and. native, deformity. 


$ 


tt the diſguſt naturally excited. in ever 
generous hoſom by many of the Ti cen 


: ſcenes in France, a horror at thoſe, mes 


were the actors on that bloody theatre, a 
an apprehenſion of a diminution, 9086 Our 

: Ae as a people, thould we treat with a 

Jacobin Banditti, as it is called, as they 


contributed to involve us, have, I am als 


aware, come much in aid of this ſtrange 


| and abſurd. We . How far our own 


rors we deprecate, 15 Sonia woe n 
e ; but 1 n wiſh thoſe in han 


much a a 3 
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| Gilook Wan o our domeſfic firuation; to 
cite to what: a, eemntinuation of: hs | 
e think of che effect 
eb werd. 
money mut ſuſfer zi to contemplate the 
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iT 0. thoſe 05 ified, perfags who may wiſh 
to ſacrifice every ſolid | benefit to falſe pride, - 
let me be permitted, to put this common que- 
Rion—With: whom did you treat! in the Ame- 
rican war? And, they. muſt anſwer with me, 
Mi th Froferited. Rebels and a.  vagabond 
Congreſs. Let them go a little further back, ; 
and chey M ill find (p ide and arr ogance yield 


b 2d ang 


ng durthensg ts reflect on the lo 


mg to neceſſity and poliey) the hav guy 4 


rute engere Spain, Me th very n 


5 forego the l of ions ey ambition 9 


virtual declaration of 
113 — + 


the United | 


in both thoſe'r memorable bes the fans * 
guage \ was the fame j ideas fimilar to thoſe 


of the preſent day at both periods preævaled. 


Let experience be their guide, and let them 


then determ ine, whett ver, to ſupport a ſtands 
| ard of ideal conſequence,” they ar are e willing 


0 hazard the continuation of the miſeries 


of 1 war, and "the "bloodſhed" 6f thouſands, 


But this unfurmountable bar to peace” Hay 0 
| Always appeared to me to originate from” a 
very different, though obvious cauſe, Wen- 
'ever ſucceſs became doubtful, the mind was 
naturally led to look forward to beabe; dhe 5 
oſtenfible difficulty, With * whom. cats een | 


0 
* 
oy 


* 
7 
OY 


| ihe whole be difficulty T 


R fred 14 in the 1 


or as a veil to the real (com. 


Gderation bf Who in this country cam treat 


01th aa 


e ta uthe nation, and Honour id 


| thinfetwes ? Here at once dee ee 


tion of all cheir elamour 


ö n 1 

this laſt conſideration, the firſt muſt-be-ren- 
ji ads of the people uncon 

uerable When once you get over it, the 

anxiety. for peace will be augmented by the 


road to it becoming apparent; but either the 
character and conſiſtency or the power of 


the, Miniſter muſt be annihilated. To pre- 


ſerve. both will then be impoſſible; for if - 
the with of the people be once with energy 


expreſſed, and he refuſes to treat, there is 


an end of the laſt. If he conſents 6 make 


peace, he bids adieu to the firſt: one of them | 


- he muſt give up. But extinguiſh from the 


memory of all, the paſt promiſes and pledges; 


blot from the; recollection of the public, the 
u Mr. Pitt and bis, adherents have 


K | 7 : La 


pag wn treat f by ſay ing: ye bau! 
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| adopted ; enable them to trett, reſe wy ; 


their places and power, with that ſeant 
ne of conſiſteney and wander an 


un — e wel 


opera the firſt difficulty” willi 
mation inſtantly ſink to the ground; 


tis tbeintdatly bar to our happineſs'will | 
difappear; and thoſe who in t 
arrogance were ever readieſt to Lalublans 
and revile; would; in the moment of ulti- 
mate misfortune, be the firſt to acknows 
ledge and to treat with the preſent govern- 
ment of France." Sele di lo diy 005 


+ 


of In ear Apen of aha ee 
doubt of the exiſting rulers in that country | 


treating with you is conſtantly infinuated 3 


point that in- all ſimilar ſituations muſt ever 


remain doubtful till the experiment be 
made. And why it ſhould not now ſuce 


* ; bs 
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at a ee 3 That mae 5 | 


F 8 = 
[ 251 J 
* 9 8 
: * , * 4 


courted peace ſince hoſtilities commenced, the | 


public are aware of; and that they would not 


now treat we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe, un- 
leſs, judging of them by ourſelves, we conceive 
them to be guided by ſimilar eee 


| the ſame averſion to our OVER ment that we 


| have profeſſed to theirs; and by like int 


ed motives on the part of thoſe who tabs the 


lead in the management of their affairs. 
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But even e it t to * true, it can 
I no reaſon. for not making the attempt: 


| —by that, if made with dignity,we can ſuf- 
fer no loſs. It may indeed be humiliating to 


make peace on diſgraceful terms; but it never 


can be diſgraceful to offer peace on honour- 
able terms. If it fails, all 4 of the right 


in the conteſt is at an end ;, it gives us the 


every, and the 
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very fllr will give new; „aeg a to.our 


new e to our arms. Gr nts 
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Hut this ee of . to peace 
is in fact another mode of diverting the 
nind from the impoſſibility of the preſer 


pe 


Miniſters" offering to treat. It is not the. 
reaſon of the thing, but the neceſſity of ſup-, 
portit gi it for their own purpoſes, that leads 


them to rſs? this neee _ 


| | e * therefore the . . 
1 unte! Intereſts of the Miniſters, but the 
5 very difficulties they ſtart, muſt lead us to 
| | | the melancholy conviction, that it is their 
Alepperate determination to proſecute the war 
: 7 to the laſt extremity.” 10 continue it with ” 
| 1 ſucceſs under the Baue eircumſtances of | 
1 + "thingy, cannot, I am convinced, be ſup- 
ported by any conſiderate or reflecting per- 

[ Fo ſon. It is a dream . reſerved for the 
W | 0 ns fs warm, 
| 


15 


| warm and juvenile imagination of thoſs | 


— 


of the 
chem however I ſhall not contend. If they 
can bring themſelves {till to credit the poſſi- 
bility of our carrying on the conteſt with a 
chance of advantage, their inveterate obſti- 
nacy may be a matter of aſtoniſhment to 

| ſome: but i it muſt ultimately be a ſubject -of 
3 grief to all; that, i in a time of imminent dats 
| 13 ger and public diſtreſs, the raſh and ill-di- 
for a moment, from their perſonal connec- 
5 tions, and the ſupport they have met with in 


tw}. 


who have ſo frequently anticipated the glory. | 


lies in the capture of Paris. With 


nt, be ſuſpected to bear any affinity 


3 to th the matured een of e e 
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. 1. 1 
| a for Fears to bare a ſtrong Patey in the” : 
country ready to ſupport their intereſts atid 
to forward their views, in its diſſolution | 

| they have found, to their coſt, the loſs of 
| their owñ energy and of their own ſtrength. 

They muſt naturally be difident in propor- 
tion to the weakneſs of thoſe who ſupport 
them; and when they look on one hand to 
the apparent ſtrength of Miniſters, on the 
other to the deſperate domeſtic uſes made of 
I ny" and prudence equally lead them 
0 be ſilent. From the ſmall but fleady and 

oncentrated body of men who in either 

Houſe of Net een a 

immediately hoped for. Then indeed is 4 
2 difficult taſk. Influence, corruption, ca- 
lumny, fear, prejudice, and pride, are all y. i 
acting againſt them in their fulleſt: vigour, 
5 . do the eee, bee, 


TT 43] 
het themſdves to their purpoſe ;; but re- 


mots and diſtant is the cure they unaided. 


e ee voice can amin 


* , 
x 


: ak IF ts . 5 aA 1 » ö x £ 2 7 


Adee appears thitfare, no We any 


ak gleam of immediate hope, that flat- 
ters us with a poſſible ceſſation of the pre- 
_ ſent calamities, or gives a proſpect of return- 
ing tranquillity. When we inveſtigate 

feelings and view the c conduct of his ] 


jeſty's-preſent Miniſters, we. unfortunately 
ſee with great certainty, that nothing but a 


continuation of hoſtilities is to be expected: | 


in them, hono r, intereſt Timm 
. eee 


* 


For 80 0 en we cauſt A up e e 


ry ve ſhould arm our- 


delvis wich fortitude and reſolution. Every 
man muſt feel, that by this perſeverance: we 
riſk our;own-fate; eee, to 
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Denar che anarehy of France we hazard t 
fair form of our own conſtitution. Every 


done muſt now be convincel, that the efforts - 


of France are alone to be repelled by means 
equally powerful. Me may turn the com- 
manger in chief of our army into an 
auctioneer of military comm iſſions, and ſ | 

add to our number when we diminiſn . 
real * of our cſtebliument; we may 
and wretchedneſs on our eee we ma) 
go on debauching the morals en country 
hy: eng; "ys + thang! of 


courage ae eee innondlences 2 OY 
may go on addreſſing the Crown, and pro- 
mifing e our Miniſters| ma 


det e decclle arenen. bee wary 
en > 4 1 - other f 


13 
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other ordin ary means vill b tr mptes, 2 
| ee eee eee 
Enthuſiaſm, and till we 3 means an. 

lar to thoſe they have ac 

be uſeleſs. ' To repel their armies, : 
armies: _—_ be found 4: 10 reſiſt their force, 


therefore not A hut our eyes. to 
| our real ſituation, If war is to be proſecuted, 


to make it ſucceſsful French means muſt be | 


on; 


Fine et us not talk of our 
them it muſt be, in ſub 
every man muſt by compulſion become a 
ſoldier; every ſhilling of individual 


| muſt become public ſtock; our ene 


fenen muſt piece ' ſtate of e 
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From fuck efforts only are ve to ook 
for ſucceſs; but to ſuch, thank God! even 
Mir. Pitt cannet reſort.” But are we till to 
be een on, every "military Judge in 
Europe having declared the impoſfibility of 
ſueceſs ? Deſerted by many of thoſe powers 
originally moſt fanguins' ia the cauſe, are 
we to continue parrying in che beſt manner . 
we can the fatal blows of our enemies; con- 
ſoling ourſelves in the ultimate reflection, 
; that” a brineh of the ſea divides us from the 
Cominent; and loſing ſight of Holland, chat 
| weden ntry Scene ruined 8 our 


en ed ee eee : 
che approach of the melancholy period when 
al other conſiderations muſt be ſet aide, | 
when all political prejudices muſt be forgot, 
when the preſervation of our on country 
muſt be our ſole wy when, to protect our 
ILY „ fortunes 


rivines 1 every 1e muſt | 
be made, every human means employed. 

Sdbould this melancholy. but not improbable 
fituation occur, I am completely ready to 
rant It ĩs no time to ſtart difficulties. with 
whom you will act, or to enter into confi» | 
| derations of former political conduct. We 
miſt all act, and act together; but to learn 
who is then fitteſt to guide the laſt and del⸗ 
perate efforts of our country, we muſt neteſ- 
| Grlly rura our eyes to the paſt conduct of . 
Miniſters in their military capacity, and from 
that determine how far they are to be truſted 
at's moment when inſufficiency or neglect 
maſt end in ſealing the fate of this powers 

ful kingdom. If no part of our preſent 

ſituation be owing to their miſconduct; if 
all our failures have been the, natural reſult TL 
of obvious. cauſes; if they aye | been all 
| Wong the v viſe and. watchful but. uofortu- 
dan A of the public; i 
R 2 


1 
ready to allow, at a moment fuck as J have 
ſtated they ought particularly to be ſupport- 
ed. But if any part of this ſituation ariſes 
from their neglect, if it originates from their 5 
| folly - or want of -foreſight, we ' ſhould: be - 
| committing the worſt of ſuicides any longer ö 
to confide in them. And as this is a 
point of much and deep import to our fu- 
ture preſervation, I hope T may be pardoned 
if I ſubmit to you, with the diffidence due 
by one not verſant in military afmirs, a 
ans view of N 8 We WOO. conduct. | 


Hhere is no ne 15 great, and at the 5 
ſame time poſſibly ſo common in this co | 
try, as the inclination we generally feel to 
undervalue the character of our enemies. 
The principle from which this feeling ariſes, | 
however much in itſelf commendable; hat . 
in its effects, unfortunately. but” too oſten 
provell fa fatal toourm itary n and of / 


7 


8 
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this the American war is e 


| choly example. It then actuated alike the 
A army and the ſenate, our miniſters and our 
| generals, our counecils and our executive 
operations. It has recorded in hiſtory the 


Britiſh parliament applauding the abſurdity | 


of overcoming a continent with a handful 
of grenadiers *, It occaſioned the attack at 
Bunker's Hill; for to take a fair 8800 
advantage of rebels was, by our g 
F ; 1 1 e ae 8 ware +: 


1 
+. 


_* Vide General Grant 0 eo 3 in the Houſe =o 
; Commons. 


+ It muſt be lt khous that the works at Bun- 


. ker's Hill were thrown up in one night, on a peninſula. 


The poſſeſſion of the paſs naturally enſyred the ſurren- 


. der of the troops occupying that poſt, in the courſe of 
two days 3 at fartheſt ; : and the circumſtance of our be⸗ 
| ing enabled to attack it with the tide in our favour, by 


means of the very: | boats we afterwards 1 from, 
R 1” "23 7 
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I how: uniformly guided all our council; 
and not even the firſt and ſevere leſſon we 
received at Boſton could hinder us from at- 

tempting the diſaſtrous attack of Charles, 
town, the ſubſequent expedition under 
General nn, or the laſt and deciſive. 
enterpriſe of the Marquis Cornwallis. The 
| hiſtory, of that war is a recital of expedients | 
to xemedy unforeſeen events; the biste ry of 
the government of that day i is a tale of ac. 
cumulated diſappointment progeeding from 
unfair and arrogant expectation. The mi- 


niſters and their generals raiſed an imagi- 
nary Randard. of the energy of the people | 
ne whom they were to 2 and their 


—— 


gave Lopes molt complete bean to the attempt. But 0 55 


appearance of management was ſuppoſed to convey the : 
. idea of fear. An inhabitant of America, even behind 
works, and bghting for liberty, never could be i ima- 5 
gined i to reſiſt our Tegular troops. They were attacked | 
In their frongeſt point, and the « event is matter of = ; | 
hen notoriety. IS | Ys, 


1%, 
plans 88 againſt chis phantom of 
their own creation, and not againſt that 
gr eat, Powerful, and temperate continent. 
kick my were contetling: Foy 


3:F 


* eee 


felt the! effeds ef that ſyſtem of acting; 

much as it has been deprecated by ſome of 
the heads of the preſent government, I cannot 
help thinkin g that the whole of the conduet 
ofthe preſent war ariſes from the ſame foun- 
tain; that under-rating our enemies military 
character and exertions has been the ſource 
of all ane e; chat judging of them - 
by an imagi and not à real ſtandard 
has been the cauſe of all our failures 3 And 


that eſtimating the ſtrength and reſourecs of 
the French, not by what they really were, 


but by whatwe wiſned them to be, 
che origin of. all our 
7; OW minds fituation... In vain may v wh 


be, has 
s, and of our 
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„V 
turn round for any ſemblance of ſyſtem or 
plan ſince the beginning of the war; in 
vain may we lock for any appearance of 
calm deliheration and ſyſtematic energy in 
h the- cabinet  —o0f hurry and confuſion.» wo 

have ſullicient ae of inadequate ex- 


amples ſufficient ; - t an |. 
the bread and auf Nr e a veg is | 
tobe ſeen. W by 
The 7 "HORA of the French in Holand 
nene the war, might, 
Lam ready to grant, render an immediate | 
exertion for the relief of chat country no- 
dbeſſary; and the exigeney of the caſe might 
fuirly be allowed to preclude any poſſibility 
of concerting a fixed and ſettled plan for 

| the enſuing campaign. Aid was accordingly 
. Jent,' tootrifling indeed to enſure any thing . 

; hut ruin, hadit * our 
1 „ ally: 


f 26s 3 
2 ſhortly after, 5 however, and | moſt | for. 
tuzately, the vi n 
and the Prince of 

within the limits of their own territory; ; 
which was in fact, to us, the fair and legi- 
 timate end of one war, and the bene 
bee the commencement of another. 


"The conſideration, of what v was the ſureſt 


: and ſpeedieſt mode of making A folid 3 im- | 


. preſſion i in the interior of France, muſt at this 
135 period have become the ſole object of mili- 
tary inveſtigation i in the cabinet; 3 the neceſ- 


| ſity of defence was at an end, and offenſive . 
meaſures to be immediately adopted. Here 


5 3 variety, « of points Were to be taken into 
. view. "The nature of our continental gon 


"5 N #7 * 


i neQtions was of importance to be coulideredz 
= the | real ftuation of our enemy, and the 
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: exact means we had t. to apply to any given 


1 - 4 3 5 


end 7 eee ally Pointe moſt 8 s to | 
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| mat, ; Ipreſame, have { ; ; ay 


5, . 1 15 


n 0M with arts e with "Rel | 
ror, : and not a few with fear, the changes © 


that had lately taken place in France; and 


when they contemplated the military array. 
of Auſtria and Pruſſia f in the field, to de- 5 
clare poſi tively againſt her was by them too 
generally Ys at that time, conſidered as merely 7 

giving way to their feelings, and partaking 5 


of certain ſucceſs, The tate of our nota] 


too, certainly held out proſpects flattering in | 


che Higheft degree to our wiſhes. The fate 


of the unfortunate Louis had already marked | 
the downfall of the timid but enlightened 
Briffotin miniſtry; : every day they were 4 


| drawing! n to cheir end; and the violence | 


0 for a time apparently. 


preduded all appearance of: union and com- 
un The reds of chil war were — 


1 265 ] 
' Arifighour France, and daily ſrenes of car- 
nage and murder were for months exhibited 
3n thericheſt plains of that delightful climate. 


Theirarmy too was completely diſorganiſed; 


the deſpondency of defeat had ſucceeded to 
the animation of victory; their favourite 
S had proved himſelf a traitor to 
their cauſe; all confidence and energy 
was completely annihilated; even the ap 
pearance of an army in the field - hardly 
any where, exiſted. Our own means, it 
| 5 muſt be allowed, were, AS they always have 


been at the commencement of every war, 


. inadequate. to any very extenſive ſcale of 
operation ; but if our troops, were few in 
numbers, they were fill formidable from 

| the diſcipline of the men, and the ex- 

5 perience | of our officers. Under theſe 
5 cixcumſtances two different ſyſtems might 
have been adopted; the one, to join 


he Britiſh army to that. af Prince Co- 


1 


x: 266 1 
| ine, which already with our ſubſidized | 
mercenaries was about to act on the north- 
ern frontier of France; the other, to have, 
in conjunction with our fleet, employed 
the _— of our 1 on: e coaſt of 


\ 775 1 8 * 
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9 ; * 
285 | | +: eto; 2 
a SS © — * ore) 2 e 1 
* 


| The experience of paſt wars ought, « one 
. Strat would have imagined, to- have 
made i in firvour of the laſt; much and ſeri- 
ous alarm had frequently been given to the 
French government by expeditions of th 
Kind; and the neceſſity of protecting thelr f 
own ſhore has frequently tended to 3 5 
progreſs of their ſucceſsful | art 
the centre of Germany. The internal c 
vulſions in France ſeemed to point out the 4 
obvious propriety of this line of acting: ner 
| could it be imagined that thoſe” en would 


8 p 4 
＋ 3 n — 
of 8 EY 


( Hs 5 ” 
elit on . a ate ſuch ſeems 


really to have been the ora What ought 


to have ſtimulate 


Miniſters to an invaſion, 


of France had no gs and, inſtead of | 


attempting thus to give energy to the opi- 


nion of the diſaffected, they appear to have, 
come to the reſolution of deſpiſing all opi- 


nion, even when in their favour, and of 


truſting to the deſperate iſſue of arms only 


for their ſucceſs. The ſmallneſs of the body. 
of Engliſh troops has been ſtated as a rea- 
ſon for che line they adopted; the .inſuffi- 


ciency of the national force, at that period, 
to any great undertaking formed their. 


principal. defence. Hut it is clear that * 


i entirely a queſtion of a comparative na- 
ture, and here the very ſmallneſs of the 


force ane to make . their „e 
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That a limited ſervice can only be exo 
ected from a ſmall body, muſt be d, 


but its allo obvious, that in an army of 4 


itude the addition of a ſmall 
corps is hardly percep ereas a ſmall | 
corps Ang ſeparately, and with appro 


x "IE 


|. Wa; 


5 priate webe has frequently rendered eſſen· ö 1 
tial ſervice every to the large army. 19 


queſtion therefore ſeems to ſtand thus: 


| Whether the ſmall force that could be pro- 


"uſe by Jo ng the 


| large army of the Prince de Cobourg? or, 
15 Whether, by acting ſepara 


tely with our fleet, 
it would not in fact have siven greater | 

Atrength to that very army f Whether ten 
thouſand men hovering or a * 5 


coaſt of France, would not have forwarded 


that General's views more chan mer. ain 


by acking with him? and, Whe 


all, it would not only have aided Hls views, ö 


but would have tended, if any thing could, 


| looked. ene out of which: e 
* daga was to de ape Qed * 


cellent as J ed be, were los 
act with greateſt effect, under the protecting , 
influence of our commanding navy, or as a 
corps in a German army? Whether 4 an 
Engliſh army commanded by ne 
nerals, and acting ſolely for Britiſh: 
or as a German my acting for 1950 . 
them little underſtood, and poſſibly leſs: re- 
 lifhed? Whether, i in ſhort, from our own 
troops moſt was naturally to be expected, 
when the fruits of their victories were to 
benefit their country, and their laurels) to 
- adorn the ſon of their Sovereign; or when 
Germ 6 ates, and divided | among; . 
| 8 > deſpors?. 


20 5 


All 
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All theſe conſiderations EY hownrer,: no. 


effe( at this period on the Britiſh Cabinet 
: a different mode of dare e aa was cada t d, 
different meaſures purſued; the moment | | 
for ſuch an undertaking was forever loſt; ; 
and though at a future period, and under 
ſs | mſtances, we have been 
told (with What truth is now pretty clear; 
the attempt was to be made — fill, at the tim 
when alone it held out a rational e of . 
n no ſuch meaſure was wel. 
4 1 bg, e 
Is adeod' AA Ss ane $f PL SY 
doubt, whether the rapid ſucceſs of the 
Prince of Cobourg in driving the enen 75 
within their own dominion had not elated 1 
the expetation of Minifters to an extent | 
| that rende ed in their minds all — 


did not refolve | to Wow that General's 2 
noe; as the ſure road to eaſy conqueſt, 4 


* n | „ „ E 
a : * 1 EF 5 3 


_ could have the folly and froritleſs audas 
city to ſtate at the begintinng of their care 
that the fact! of the embarkation of 7000 


men of che guards e . e to . 


fituation of e . 


8 But e it was occafii 6ned by tlie ef⸗ 


fes dt il-foriaded pe Station of immedlate 
| ſucceſs, or whether ir proeeeded from what 


I. ſhall ever conceive a moſt fatal error in a 
matured n know the truths to be, that 
e „ S 8 4 
It was 3 10 FRE Anka ua 

Houſes of Parliament, that the landing of the Guards 
ben been attended. with che effect 1 have mentioned z 
but the fact is, che original viftory of the Aug 


took: 1 place previous to their diſe 
Bett 8 | 


| tid fo certain fame. Their tone and man- N 
der at the time ftrongly cortoborate this b 
idea; nor will the reflecting part of the com- 
munity hereafter be much aſtoniſhed at the 
military inefficiency” of thoſe Min iſters, who 


#\ 
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the Britiſh force in Holland, reinforce from. | 


England, joined. che allied army, and the of- 


| eule campaign againſt France ſoon opened 


by the blockade of Conds; a 


is 


XC 


| the ſiege of 
Valenciennes. 7 How far this ought to have: 


been, made the leading obje& of the cam- 


paign, and whether Liſle would not have 


been a preferable Point of attack, involves 


mere military queſtion. of detail, into 6 which. 
I ſhall not preſume to enten wltet) 


* - * « / : 1 
2 3 
8 Ae 3 * * 0 


7 * 
5 1 


The army had Sri directed to cin 
with the Auſtrian foree. amy 

ae lay in the oonduct of that force 
(which I am far from aflerting),it bel 


to the executive officers, excl 


not in _ mm be attributed to our 
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ie 21 ; KI Ss 4 
pl cy fu ucceeded, 6d, The: allied army x remai ned 


2 4 Bag LY + 


4 „„ united 
137 12 . ; | ; 


Fs 


* 1 

unit AF wi nor was it 16 8 5 f 
arge of our own troops, headed 2 

the Duke of York, i in puſhing the ſiege 'of 
Valenciennes; and the military Kill diſplayed 

by the Prince de Cobourg i in | Kuftrating = 
the feeble attempts made to throw ſuccour 

into either place, gave us  polleſion of both. | 


| 
| 
\ | 
| 
| 


— ˙— on men — I __—————_ 


theſe i important towns, | 
» «Bi: #2 . 2 1 £15928 3 5531 e 1 
1 7 
— 7575 4 "FF \ 13111 * 
"But Ka unfo fortunately ended, by a an im- | L 


mediate change of the ſtem previoully 
alopted, not only the ſucceſs of the cam- 
| paign, but of the war in Europe. Tf. 
5 therto 1 it had appeared: to the military off. 


. cers "entruſted with the command of the 


, + 
21 HH 2 


army, that adding togetherin in | one ne large com- 


1 
$25 


| ſecurity or ſuccels could be 84 on. "They! 


had opted i it at a time when the! rench 


army 75 was dilor 8 paniſed and difaffeced ; "nor 


nn : 2 ne Senn Ait 1 | ; 2923 I 
can it for 4 moment be oath that, i in 1 
. N : | | 
82 Proportion 


* 
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proportion AS their opponents acquired addi . 
tional strength from their increaſin g num 

: bers, and freſh confidence i in new generals, 

they ſhould deviate from the Precautions ry 

wiſdom of their former Pye: 185 


8 4 


F 
” 


We muſt Heres! o to "Tome other 1 
quarter for this fatal change; and we are 
naturally led to turn our eyes to the Ca- 
binet of that country which was to de- 
rive the excluſive benefit of che meaſure. 1 5 
It was now the conduct of our Miniſters | 5 
began. to appear in its true colour. la- 7 : 
fatuated with paſt ſucceſs, there was no un- 5 
dertaking too deſperate for them to hazat or 
no ſcheme too daring for them to un de rtak 3 f 
The matured experience of che commander — 
was diſregarded, and to the raſhneſs of their | | 
x ſpeculations was the ſucceſs of the war, and. 5 
che lafety of our army, to be ſacrificed. They 


c even , thought al common official exertion. - 
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16 wil 
10; give eſfect to the ruinous meaſures they 


e e concerting, completely unneceſſary: and 
hough they muſt have felt that in propor- 


tion to the celerity of the execution the bril- 


Tiancy of the ſcheme would appear; though 
| the neceſſary flores for the ſiege were 


meant to be furniſhed by themſelyes ; ; yet 


they were as flow i in their preparations i» 
give it effect at home, as they were raſh i in 


enforcing i its execution abroad. The con- 
ſequence of ſuch conduct at the time was 


eaſily foreſcen—the fate of the expedition 


| againſt Dunkirk was early predicted ® *, 
Their plan was, however, by the commander 
8 reluctantly adopted; the allied army divided; ; 


ar _— , after delays f various Kinds, a as un- | 


21 | myſelf heard the, eker whom this comtr 


during the preſent war probably owes moſt; on 
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pardonable 3 in the executive as in 
lberative character of our Min = 
events enſued. which are of too ra, A 
pars for me to inſiſt eee ail 


1 EE, £54 12 


12 bs not in hiſtory to afford; a lege 
inſtance of the principle I originally laid 
down. K complete miſunderſtanding o 


11 8 2 21 * * 


che force and energy of their enem 5 the 
rod.48 TH, 


F LW 3 2 41 15 
undervaluing their means and exertion, me 


| 9310 3910 fry 
i have led to the deſtryye attempt. The 


772 rte 


| have i in their defence. held out the Idea c of 4 
| being. overpowered by a maſs, but the fact 185 
does not bear them out? *. No troops a ated 


: 11 A I 2 COBL-; . LTH : 
5 85 againſt 
gala wor i bee oe: 
2 „The ben gerte; of 8 maſh, 9 


ſented to the Convention the 23d of Auguſt; the defeat 


of dhe coyering army at Punkirk, took. place the 6th of 
September. Between theſe two periods it. is evidently a 
_ Impoſſible it coyld have heen carried. into ame 


2 general apology for all our diſaſters, "Rowan , 


as to produce, any effect. But the doc i 
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„ t*) 
them that they had not Gro to 
fear e be pn. t into the ep for that 


in itſelf true, I have ea had ſome doubts. That 
their armies are numerous we well know; that they 
have fought with ſucceſs we have all to deplore;; but on 
the long run, I rather apprehend, it will be found that 
thoſe furious and undiſciplined hordes of Sans Culottes 
are ſimply large, alert and diſciplined armies, and that 
their fury 1 is the effect of courage combined with alove 
of, andl a ſenſe of duty to, their country. Allowing it 
; howbrer0 be ſo, there is ſurely nothing in it we ought = 
not to have expected. When we view the enthuſiaſm | 

they have diſplayed. on every occaſion; 5 when we con- 
nder their general feeling as a people, and their con- 
viction of the nature of the conteſt in which they were 
embarked ; that they ſhould give their money, and offer 
their lives, cannot he aſtoniſhing.) They were only offer- | 
ing a part to preſerve the reſt; then pepe riſking their 
lives for what alone renders exiſtence.eftimable., To 
- conceive it involuntary is abſurd, and is coritradifted by | 
their uniform conduct in the field, by our total want 


of intelligence; by their conduct when 8 ers, TY 
l e inſtance that can be aluced'-. : 
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purpoſe, They have attempted oo te ad, 
that even the failure at Dunkirk" inſured ſuer 
ceſs at Queſnoy and on the Rhine; an ide 


that cannot require much refutation: for 1 


ſhould eh conceive no perſon, but 


A Tad 0 nog "SA even to 


n 


| cough to Sai it to EDT a military principle, 
r even: A poſition that common ſenſe can. 


_ Tx 


ST that, inſtead of acting on one poi 


in one large body, and againſt one given | 
1 object, with nearly a certainty i of ſucceſs, i © 


is wiſe by dividing our force to attempt 


x wo, and to ſecure the ſucceſs of one by | 
the calamities of defeat in the other. Vet 
ſuch. was preriſely our conduck. Acting in 


one firm body, as at V alenciennes, againſt | | 


either Queſnoy or Dunk irk, the ſucceſs. of 
the allies muſt have. been morally certain; 5 


acting * bach it een 
kee, T 


* 


3 


* 


SIEGE oy 
* 8 ; 
I af8s }-:: 


vas made; PE AP of the 8 were 


ompletely blaſted: and when the intemper- 

ance of the times will again allow calm reaſon 

0 take her natural ſway, mankind at large will 
Join in pitying the ignorance, and deſpiſing 


the folly, of that Adminiſtration which could 


for a moment adopt as a plan, againſt the 
moſt powerful military nation in the- uni- 
verſe, the generally dangerous and commonly 
ruinous expedient of acting by detachment 
in ſeparate corps *, 0 tal 90] 


It has been generally imagined this plan originated | 


V the Lord Chancellor, whoſe deep legal knowledge 
muſt be preſumed from his fituation, but of whoſe, mi- 
Itary talents doubts may be fairly entertained. I can- 
: not help regretting, however, that he did not upon. this 
occaſion apply to our army abroad, what he muſt have 
been well acquainted with, the governing principle of his 


_ - "politics at home; for, if in the divifion'of their oppo- 


 pents Miniſters have — bt 
PO Fro. he. might have nat 


dhe power and riftories of the Teach. 


T7" vis. 8 ; BS: . ITY 
wo 


| Livifion of our 1 78 he Was ng the fou een, gf | 


Buy | 
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But let us now trace their conduæ in the | 
South, where Toulon, having in commo 
with almoſt every other large mercantile ON 
ſea-port' town reliſted the power” and de. 
pPrecated the principles of R zeſpietre a 
his faction, and having witneſſed the dreat ; 
ul example made of other cities, oth 
-reſolved to ſeek for ſuccour and eee 
even in the arms of their enemies. They 
had entered into a treaty with Lord Hood, 
which put him in poſſeſſion of the place; 
| and the French fleet in the Mediterranean, 
that had fo long ſwept the coaſts of Traly, 
had by the ſame agreement fallen into his 
hands, That che Miniſters here could bave 


no previous conception of the poſſibility of 1 


ſuch an event happening, is diſtinctly ſeen 
from the circumſtance of the equipment e 
the fleet, in which no military officer of any 
ent mer ec m”_ morgan Their uwe fs 7 
__ a | conſent 


| go, vie zo, \reſobres itſelf, 


apparently ſuch as, they could 


ant alan — this, in 4 military bein 


ee was api 
s they looked. to _ 


d the m 
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We from Italy, or from 1 for 


— — 


—  — — 


— 


— 


jd 
I 
1 
| 
| 
| 
j 


„ 
pointments and waſting public rears on 
not a ſingle regiment of Britiſh infantri 
ſent from England for the protection of the 
place. The want of men was here how: 
ever held out as an-apology 3 and certainly 
it is a valid one, if true. But the want of 1 
men, though ſubſtantial after they had deter- 5 
mined e ns Saga to ive Lp i 
ciding upon attempting the defence. of 
men, and good 1 men however, there was in 
reality no want. That army which has 
fince rendered fuch' eſſential man their = 
country under Sir Charles Grey, and which 
eee ves but in the menary p 

_ victories, was ready to act and a 
and. To defend this new acquiſition in the 
Mediterranean, they would not at the time | 
ive up a projected ſcheme of conqueſt. ' 
* Welt Indies; and e to che Pak © of 
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" en at laſt ſacrificed this laſt en» 
ar 1 the 7 mol not aten 
Werle ins fapport, dra "y S 


licy and honour alike called upon us to de- 
fend it Vigorouy, or or to evacuate it to- 


. 2 «3 n 
R $:54# „ 1 * 


In ww a mile, line, they W a 
- want of energy in their military capa ity, a a, 
want of all regard to faith i in their political. 
'In the motley confuſion of their mixed. gar- 
| riſon the fate of the place ſoon became ob- 


vious; the loſs of it was a natural conſe-. 


_ quence. of their meaſures; and the in- 


adequacy and feebleneſs of the conduct of 
Miniſters, is the only point that ought to 
excite the aſtoniſhment of; te n on the 
| xcaſion, | 


1 


Y * » i, 


EE Ad Cam a ON. 
ns — * 
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"Here again it is s obvious how muck. * " 


. | under= | 


t 61. 


g Under rated the character and nat & 

their enemy; a fact fill Further Hu ſtrated 
by the unaccountable folly el a0 nes 
having attempted the capture of Marti 
in the Weft Indies an alta thi 


met wil th fit is s6rigital . 


4] 
Such was che bride dit” hit 
itt the firſt campaign; 1 Kaifüre | unifermly 4 5 at 


knkſs' richl7 0 


* 


tended all their meaſures, diſaſter . — 25 


every lep they adopted ; and hs ugh” few 
could © be found of their moff fa a . 


heterits to defend their paſt conduct, all 
moſt 188 eck forward i in n hopes hat” "the a 


perience they / had acquired would ſerve 133 85 


wholeſome leffon'i in future; and that alt 


7 errors would have ſo far prov. apt uſeful, as to. 


5 have obviated the poſſibility in times to come 


of ſimilar Ws propre occaſioning ſimilar 
Alte. #33 67 264 UF x „ Ks £3} oe To 
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indeed be for the country, could we any 


where obſerve the happy effects of dear- 
bought experience; or could we any how 


trace in providence, foreſight; Vgour, and 

energy, the juſt return for that unlimited con- 
fidence repoſed in Government by tlie nation 
at large. The hiſtory of this“ year, as far as 


relates to the wal in Europe, is of A Rarure 


far too melancholy: to be much or long 

dwelt on. It is a tale of diſaſters unparal- 
leled in lüſtory—it is an accumulation of 
misfortune beyond the precedent of former 


days. In this inveſtigation. only one point : 


| appears to implicate tlie conduct and ch 


racter of Miniſters; wich e 


| they could have no immediate interfi 
theſe were but military ns 
of impeading ruin; and, Sbm he? 3 
ure of 'Yptes'to' the preſent h 
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* 1 was. about nature not 
eaſily to be effaced *. In this ſituation of 
Gp then, it was obvious, though the 
ane derben "ol imminent, that 
wich the fore then in the gad. Te es- 
en tha army, LE: muſt preſume, . was theres 


pg of 8 eg e 


even every eon 3 but ih 15 
ereaſed and ſure prey to the ſuperiority of 
he enemy. Had Lord Moira's army been 
ſent to reinforce Clairfayt previous to his re- 

waren eee CY of Ypres OC 
; © The ac account giver 5 by folks of the oldeſt officers 
in the Rain fervice' deſfckibes this action as exceed- 
ing in fury, obſtinacy, and weight of fire, any they 
bad ever known in the whole courſe of their ſerrioe 
ph the hie King of Pruſſia, | 


E 3 49 1 
G 4 


'T have 


. reinforcing General Clai 
with Earl Moira's corps would "RG ene: 
abled him to force the covering army at 
documents and knowledge I cannot be 


—. — Ig 3— 


coe ads that corps till the firſt and 9251 


iſſue before that place was completely de- 
ended, "they rendered it of no real uſe. Let 


me not here be underſtood | poſitively: to 


22 


ſuppoſed to poſſeſs: all I mean to ſay is, 
that in point of common ſenſe, if that 


army was ever to ſerve on tlie northern 
frontier, it ought to have been ſent with a 
view to prevent, and not with a certainty | 
of ſharing diſaſter. As it Wa „its orders 
: were indeed eme gs view 5 «ſing 


© the Duke of Tork, no idea of ſuccouring 
| the army, led it to Flanders; but the or; 


gers of Miniſters to the commander re- 
2 5 ſricked 


** « 
”. 
| N 
1 7 
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tricted him to the defence of wan 
Place notoriouſly untenable. 'by a garriſon, 
to be defended only by an army in the 
geld. Happily however for our cauſe, the 
excellent officer to whom this corps was | 
truſted, by acting from the preſſure of the 
moment, preſerved; to, England a gallant 
body of troops, now forming part of the 
army which has of late been retreating from 
poſt to poſt in Holland, at the fiat of 
Generel Piehegru; exhibiting on the one 
hand the ultimate effects of the original mi- 
5 litar . "inefficiency of the Miniſters, and on 
the other the deplorable depth of calamity 
into Which a nation may be plunged, when 


9 led to ſupport meaſures adopted not from a 


matured and well digeſted / conſideration” of 
5 means and force, büt from opinion ret. 
ing on the baſis of Preſumptuous igno- 5 
France, generated not by wiſdom and provi- 
NM Tz fence, 


** ] 
FLAY but ariſing out of folly, wa, and 
ner; 8 e SP Wb torr topht 


1 ON. 
? 


-- Mor tion ; this will end, it is not for 
me to decide; let it be determined by thoſe 
who in che capture of the Low Countries, 
previous to our embarking in the war, ſaw 
the deſtruQion of Great Britain; who in 
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/* It has been much che faſhion to ltjtroduce che 
chance of war as ati. apology for-our' ſituatian and a 
ſcreen; to our Miniſters. In 2 narrow ee of mil; 5 
operation it mar at times N propri 
in the extended experience of two years it neither 
can nor ought to be admitted into our conſideration. 
Thoſe too who urge it will do well to remember, that 
this chance of war, if ſo applied, is the greateſt of 

all equalizers; it levels all diftinQtions of charaQter and 
weilt; it applies equally ta ſucceſs and diſaſters 3 it 
alike accounts for the glories of Lord Chatham? $ ad- 
miniſtration, and the 1 of our am 55 in Bi ow g 
_ + e 92061 | 
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There are now but few. other military 
ee een ee e The 
fate of Lord Moira's army has already 
been, ſtated. It is not improbable it Was 
ly aflembled, more with an intention, 
to ee the public mind, than from any 
ſerious plan of its ever being fangen, 
„e the gallantry of the troops, much 
and from: the character and talepts of "the, > 
- eammanger, every thing was fairly to bs 
. expecett: but it remains for the. i ingenuity = 
of the; preſent. Government to explain the 
grounds on which for ſix months that corps 
remained perfeRly inadtve 3 we ng; in 


Fo 


daily: vaoptiog (with What buch 1006 kitle 


8 an held by Me Burke ind hiv eines 
ro urge un © om to war. 1255 555 £3 : ; f ” 
ORB 25 5 conſe 
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vulſion in France. %%% 
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In we expedition to the Weſt Ingles ſuc- 


ceſsful as it has fortunately proved, we may 
again trace the ſteadineſs with which they 


have conſtantly adhered to their fatal prin 


ciples.” It originally confiſted of ten 


ſand men : when it failed it had been re- 
diiced to half that number. With this in- 

adequste force however, the ability, the en- 

tetpriſing: #pirit and indefatigable activity of F 

Sir Charles Grey effected che whole of 


tbe: object; - he put us in poſſeMoh of All the - 


”1 


portance of the eonquelt che) 


attempting to repoſleſs Berlelf of thoſe im- 


5 portant iſlands. A handful of men g got eaſy 


4 16S 2 * ry 8 
led. | E repoſſefion 


* 


Freneh Weſt India Iſlands': bur in this fitu- 
atien, though: they” acknowledged the im 
had neither 
foreſight” to diſcern the probability, nor 
energy to coeruel the poſſibility, of rie | 


boupe 205 lnſtead of being re-inforced from 
home, our Commander i in Chief faw him 
felt completely forgotten; ; and at a Period 
when it was neceſſary | to act with vigour, 
he found himſelf charged with the defence 
of all our poſſeſſions; with a force noto- 
; tiouſly inſufficient for the aer of one e of 
the iſlands, | my 


„„ 


R the a rel habe PV at 
the Expenee of maintaining: for months on 
ine" ſerviee a ſquadron that might other- 
wile have beet more! uſefully eniployed, 
Added the kingdom of Corſica to the Crown 
"bf Great Britain; but how far the military 
\ ran "Miniſters\was adequate" WO Y 


| 4 o "Its upon no light or iel ni 1 think I | 
= kan aſſert that Miniſters had intelligence of this expe- | 
dition ſoot after. its Giling from France, though no 
| ſteps were taken i in conſequence. ; e 
3 1 e Vattetipt, 
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attempt, is ; to be aſcertained by the bond 
of the Commander! in Chief . To the gal 


lantry of © our officers and men we here, a 
on many other occaſions, « owe much; to the 


N and foreſi icht of the Mitten 
nothing, | 


4 n » 
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"In their week pa of *s navy it 3 is „% 
unneceſſary for my purpoſe to trace much $ 
of their conduct: it explains itfelf, a angide- 
monſtrates its proceeding from the ſame prin- 
5 which have Aae them rene 
85 ds een inactivity ta our gal- 

ant afficers and brave ſeamen. Where they 
have been enabled · to at, thank Godt hey > 


* | General Dundas i is ſuppoſed to have refigned. the | 
5 in conſequence of a diſpute with Lord Hood, 
Who, when he ſubſequently applied to the acting com- 
mander for military force, was refuſed, 0 on x the grout 


of he, inadequacy of his numbers, 
5 


-_ 


| fone 
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have yet ſucceeded, and have e forvinately for : 


ö leder de W kult, | 
If Eur trade has met. with an inadequate 
protection. To them the blame cannot be 
5 tributed, that (in ' ſight of our own coaſt, 
anderithe eye of the Minifter when at the 
xeſidence attached to the office he has ob- 
1 was to be found to keep 
n Bun-boats within the harbour of | 
x ion was agg. 
fordled to either our Ae or Eaſt India | 
poſſeſſions, lies not at their door That 
all che French fleets have arrived with ſafety | 
in their on ports; that they have been 
ſupplied with ſalt-petre' from India, corn 
rom America, and naval ſtores from the 
Baltic, cannot be 1 n our ow 
cers and ſeamen. mot Poringes: 


ſity of engaging an enemy ſuperior in mi 
bers, by which: che French Amer an 
got ſafely into Breſt, was not the; f 1 : 
this San officer. His was indeed the 5 2 1 
 earned:merit of th victory; he needs; not ” 
| the aide of extefnal deroratiom to mike him 
the admiration of every Ehgliſhman. H t it 15 
remains for the Miniſter ta given ſatisfo-· . 
tory account to the public how theſe th ing | 
have happened; to/inform-us why d-mums | 

| der of Engliſh velſch, wiäch k conſiders 
ably within bounds to ſtate as/amountirig46 = 
upwards of 800, are no- riding i in French : 
| ports; how nit comes that upwards' of 
1500 Britiſh ſeamen are now groaning in 
French gaels; and how it happens; that at 
his moment the French are providing Tor 
the "enſuing naval campaign with ſtores 
ns from > Great © Britin | 171 ie 


15 


i) 


I have now, / as thortly-as the nature of 
1 «doi admit, endeavoured: to 
hew the deſtructive and erroneous policy 


Miniſters s a line ſtill neee 
be aſtertained by ' a. conciſe. view of their 
conduct to neutral nations; et as: it le- 
gards its jultice or iniquity, but as it tends 
v elucidate the true principles on which | 
they habe" acted. It would be foreign tb 
| my preſent purpoſe; vithing only to form 
an accurate idea of the futur confidence 
which ought to be extended to Miniſters in 
the hour of calamity, by a reference to thei? 
Y paſt; to enter into a diſcuſſion on any general 
1 principle of their policy : indeed ĩt would 

not only be unneceſſary, but Impoſſible. 
No principle to which: we may refer can 
tot à moment be ſuppoſed to have influenced 


0 chem, becauſe e different meaſure the 


* . 


ingenuity 


Lo) 

zenuity of man could have. ere, * 
by them at various MPI n e 
Wie e wag | 
Let us eee 3 wa civi® 
liſed world; and there tannot be found, from 
hoſe of che greateſt importance in t © gene- 
ml ſeals to thoſe. of the leaſt, conſequence, 3 
ſingle Sat the xt has not fince the. hey Fin 


Gate: Wa the 8 of. pon lcd 
* and which. ſubſequently , 
had of opportunity of thoroughly. un 
e characte. of Adminiſtration, 
| ane they have in the 


wich a aiming at the. demolition of the go⸗ 
vernment of France, they ſtruck at the free. | 
dom of action of every independent and 
neutral State in Europe. If France ha 
tempted to diſſeminate in any public mannes 


t 36t J 5 
ber Ei pins whe evans ; 
firiking mode endeavoured” to mainitant = 
doarines relative to neutral powers, the moſt 

51 raryt lat ever diſgraced the annals 'of 
 tyranhy 3 ; they have gone beyond even 0 
junto of tyrants with whom they have b 
acting; and, to the aſtoniſliment of the world, - 
we have ſeen Britiſh ambaſfadc ors outſfripping 
n Violence de 85 of f Gaſpar. ; 


\ 
1 8 It : 5 


8 Ks On it the conduct of Peale in 
the year 1792, we may find much to blame 
in their treatment of the Tralian Powers. 
Their fleet commanded the Mediterranean, 
and their meaſures originated from the un- 
principled uſe they made of that ſuperiority. 
© Their inſulting mandates were me 
to the King of Naples by a grenadier, and 
neceſſity forced him to aequieſce in theit 
wilhes. In the enſuing year the Britiſh 
ey obtained ſimilar n of that ſea, 


. : | | and 


b 5 
y reprobated PR of the 


French. became the example we followed. ö 
The Grand Duke of Tuſcany was inſuled, 
and the tyrannical exertion of ſuperior. force. 
compelled him to ſubmit. The republic * 
jenoa, becauſe weak, was oppreſſed; the | 
laws of neutral nations were totally diſte- | 
garded ; the conſequence of our power was 
the certainty of oppreſſion. In the North ze 
our conduct has been dictated by ſimilar 15 
motives ; ; with this ſingle. difference, that, . 
in proportion to the ſuperior power of * 5 0 
Northern Courts, our commands have b been 
put in a lower tone: but the ſpirit is the 1 5 
c e our en of ang r ſimilar, : 


” ve wm 0 a es ; 


conduct will appear; and though every well. | N 


wiſher to his country muſt join with me i in 
ſincerely hoping | the exiſting differences 
Ls Continens may be happily. accom- 

| | modated, | 


be ihe be of American: moderation; 


| and not of Britiſh juſtice or equity. 
+49 UNE fe as i - The 


| | lf the conduQt of France at Naples was unjuſtifiable, 
what ſhall. we ſay to an Ambaſſador of Great Britain | 


_ atthe Court of Tuſcany (acting of courſe. only up to 


his orders) inſulting the Grand Duke, by ſtating i in 2. 
. memorial to all the foreign Miniſters, bearing date 


May 23, 1793, © thas the meaſures taken, with regard 
* to the French nation ſolely and entirely originated 
. from the inſtigations and councils of a ſingle perſon, 
A whoſe aſcendency and power over the mind of hie 


e Royal Highneſs could not, from his tengereſt in- 


ce fancy to the preſent moment, he eradicated.” And 
ſubſequently on the 5th of Oktober, Dp underſigned 
7 is obliged to geclare, in order chat his Royal Highs 

er neſs the Grand Duke may: bs informed of it, that 
7 * Admiral Lord Hood has ordered an Engliſh ſquadron, 


| « in cqnjynQiop with a detachment from the Spaniſh, 


5c fleet, to ſet Gil for Leghorn, chere! to act according 


pe to the part which his Royal Highneſs may take. The 


Ly a juſt and notorious partiality of Tuſcany in favour 
£ 7 85 dane a « of 
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| The 3 45 chal ho bare thus . 
ae the intereſts of their country dir 


>, 8 * - *, » * $37 3 5 : 
Tr 2 ins 


C. of the French, and the __ Wes of corn and ef- 
6c fecks belonging to merchants of Toulon at Leghorn, 
ﬆ at à time when the armies of their Britannic and 
* Spaniſh Majeſties had octaſion for the fame art 
< evidently prove the i injury which enſues from ſuch a 
7/7 06 neutrality for the operations of the Allies. In con- ; 
« fequence Admiral Lord Hood declares, in the name 
« of the King his maſter, that if, within the ſpace 
« of twelve hours after the repreſentations of the un- 
1 derligned, his Royal Highneſs the Grand Duke dots 
<< not refolve to fend away NM. de la Flotte and bis ad- 
s herents from Tuſcany, the ſquadron will 2. offen- 
we: * fively againſt the port and city of Leghorn. ET 


« The unhappy conſequences of this proceeding 
e can alone be imputed to thoſe who have had the 
« audacity to give perkdious advice, and to make falſe 
© repreſentations upon the preſent ſtate of affairs | 
« they alone will have to anſwer for all that may | 
C * happen henceforward, 15 155 


The Papers i in reſpect to Genoa and ts North a are «top 
: voluminous 5 
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r 
plays itſelf in their conduct in a ſtronger 
way than 1 ſhall venture to ſtate it; but | 
when we attend farther to dates, and find 
we aſcertain the hour of violence and op- 

preſſion by a reference to our ſucceſs or 
failure, where can a doubt remain that 


. 


their judgment has all along been formed by | 
x. o_ falſe criterion, their meaſures directed 150 | 
5 an erroneous us poliey? | | 


= . even 1 of the French for 
| whom they were bighting: ay have ex- 


r 


| voluminous to be w_ inſerted; Z they are 88 ex- 
actiy of a ſimilar nature. Sweden and Denmark have 
at length emancipated themſelves from our violence by 
1 ſerious armament; and America, aſter having borne 
| 1 (with a degree of patience exhibited only in a climate 
where the pureſt patriotiſm reigns, and the immortal 
Waſhington governs) all our tyrannical proceedings, 
has inſiſted at length upon an unequivocal explanation 
off points that both for the honour and intereſt « this 
| __ Jeoviy ought long ago to have been ſettled. 


U . 1 5 


— 6 prints nn ann 
* — — —— — — 


; tended the full conviction of their baneful 
meaſures. They never could ſee expedition 


obſerving, on the one hand, an application 


of our force completely foreign from the 
avowed purpoſe of the war, and originating 


from a miſtaken idea of the reſources of 


France ; and, | on the- other, a treacherous 
deſign of diſmembering and ruining what 
Miniſters affected to ſupport, If the ſend- 
ing an army to the Weſt Indies weakened 
the foree you could apply at home 
againſt France, the taking poſſeſſion | of 
: thoſe illands gave ſtill greater ſtrength to 
the rulers at Paris. If, to join the kingdom 
of Corſica to the Crown of Great Britain, 


conſiderable force was ſimilarly wr | 


the very conqueſt of that iſland has confirmed 
l the revolutionary government. in France. 


DES) Ls. our 


- 


L 3% ] 
our friends; and the Emigrants muſt view 
with diſguſt, while the Jacobius contemplate 
with joy, the iniquity of our proceedings. — 
In ſhort, the policy of Pilnitz has uni- 
verſally been ours: the ider Punica is the 
faith of our Miniſters. We have conducted 
| ourſelves on a falſe opinion of our ſtrength, 
and of French weakneſs ; we have aimed 
at private advantage more than general good; 
we have ruined only our friends, and have 
added to the ſtrength and energy of our 
enemy. The conſequence of all this, how- 
ever unfortunate, is but perfectly natural; 
and as we now ſee the original cruſaders 
hiding their diminiſhed heads in their 
German poſſeſſions, 1 are we with our 
allies, the Dutch, left almoſt ſingly in 
the conteſt ; firiking examples of the truth 
of. that approved maxim That in unprin- 
Au 1 there can be no concert; be- 


C 558 1 
tween Powers purſuing ſuch ends there m 
be no confidence ex. e e 


* 


ho 


9 The 3 of the following letter, I am 
well aware, from the nature of its contents, and the. 
high authority it gives to the military. doctrines I have 
ſtated, will be attempted to be held out as a fiction. 8 


It muſt eaſily, however, occur to every conſiderate 
perſon, that great impropriety might attend my dif= | 
cloſing the channel through which it fell into my 
hands. This I muſt therefore decline doing; but I 
may with fafety affirm, from a variety of circumſtances, : 
that I have every reaſon to > ſuppoſe. it in chat a 


— 


| man can have. 


= 


- The chigital + is in a French; and, in the cranſlation, 
language i is a e deal ſacrificed bas preciſion. | 


Copy of- a Letter Wen the Doxx of Bause to | 
: | the Kine of PRUSSIA. 


* © The motives, Sire, which make me PH: my ne 
& call from the army are founded upon the unhappy 2 
« experience, that the want of connection, the diftruſt, 
cc the egotiſm, the ſpirit of cabal, have diſconcerted the 
ce meaſures 9 — the two laſt d campaigrts, and 

40 ill, 
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> 8 Faom this retroſpect of the conduct of 


the preſent Adminiſtration ; from judging 


\ 


64“ {till * the meaſures taken by the Combined | 


'« Armies. Oppreſſed by the misfortune of being in- 


6e volved, by the errors of others, in the unfortunate 


et ſituation wherein I find myſelf, I feel very ſenſibly 


cc that the world judges of military characters by 


te their ſucceſſes, without examining cauſes. Raiſing 


be the ſiege or the blockade of Landau, will make an 


epoch in the hiſtory of this unfortunate war; and I 


| 6« hs the misfortune of being implicated in it. The 


+ 
wu 
* 


5 0 reproach will fall upon me, and the innocent will 
cc be confounded with the guilty. Notwithſtanding all 


tc misſortunes, I would not have given way to my incli- 


nation of laying at your Majeſty's feet my deſire of re- 
* linquiſhing a career which has been the principal ſtudy 


of my life: but when one has loſt one's trouble, 


* one's labour and efforts; when the objects of the 


campaign are loſt, and there is no hope that a 


| 6c third campaign may offer a more favourable iſſue, 


9 05 « what part remains to be taken by the man the moſt | 


_ attached to, che moſt zealous for, your Majeſty's inte - 


. {Veſts and your cauſe, but that of avoiding further 


„ SE Db. te diſaſters? 


— x 
nes aA —— w——_ 


r 


1 


by the fureſt of all criterions, OR 
: No cada 


motives 


; & diſaſters? The ſame reaſons now divide the bee | 
OL ad have hitherto divided them : The movements 
&© of the armies will ſuffer from it, as they have hi- 
Lf. 4 therto done: Their motions will be retarded and 
| . embarraſſed, and the delay of re-eſtabliſhing the 
1 « Pruſſian army, politically neceſſary, will become 
ec perhaps the ſource of a train of misfortunes ſor 
« next campaign, the conſequences of which are not s 
te to be calculated. It is not war which I object tos 
File is not war which I wiſh to avoid; but it js diſ- 
& honour which I fear in my ſituation, where the . 
« faults of other Generals would fall upon me, and 
ce where I could neither act according to my prin» ; 


Ft 


— " 


E « ciples, nor according to my proſpects. Your Ma- 
te jeſty will perhaps remertber what I had the honour | 
© to repreſent to you the day you quitted Eſcheveiler : 
« I expoſed all my embarrafſments, my troubles and 
© my misfortunes ; I exerted all my efforts to prevent 
« any inconveniency : Unfortunately the event has 
4 proved the inſufficiency thereof; it is therefore only 
1 the intimate * 1 have of the irapoſſiditity 
« I am 


t conſequence of thoſe ſorrowful reflections I have 
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motives that have influenced them; it. would | 


be to betray my duty, and violate the truſt 


repoſed i in me, were I, in any ſituation to 


which either their paſt or preſent infatua- 
tion may drive the country, to give to them 
that confidence which ought, I am ready to 


grant, to be extended to Government in the 


cloſing ſcenes of this deplorable tragedy. 


To act unanimouſly, may, from the nature 


of 


am in to effect what is richt, which diftates te 


# 


« me the meaſure of requeſting your Majeſty to ap- 
« point a ſucceſſor to me as ſoon as poſſible. This 


e meaſure, however afflicting to me, is nevertheleſs a 


made upon my ſituation. Prudence requires I ſhould 


* retire, and honour adviſes it. When a great nation 


| ery Bras endured ee e 
e ments, and by enthuſiaſm,” an unanimous ſentiment, and 
a the ſame principle, ought to prevail in the meaſures of the. 


66 coaleſced Powers. But when, inſtead thereof, each army 


c nc [+ parately and alone of its own accord, without any 
5 . Lan, without unanimity, and without principles, 


U 4 & the 
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5 of our ſituation, be deſirable; but to a 


with thoſe whoſe conduct is beſt explained 
by the neceſſity of that ſituation, is com- 


pletely impoſſible. In the ſame line of op- 
poſition I have hitherto adopted I muſt 


ſtill continye—lt is a line that may not 


have met with your approbation, becauſe 


your view of the ſubject may have be n 


different ; but it is at leaſt one, which in 
my ode of conſidering it I have conſcien- 


de the net are fuch as we have ſeen at Dunkirk; 4 


eat raiſing the blockade of Maubeuge, at the ſlorming 


ce of Lyons, at the deflruftion of Toulon, and at the 
cc raiſing of the blickade of Landau. Heaven preſerve 
« your Majeſty from great misfortunes! but every thing 
« ig to be feared, | if confidence, harmany, uniformity of 
ge ſentiments, of principles, and of -affions, do not take i | 
ce place 'of the oppoſite ſentiments. which have been the 
et ſource. of all misfortunes for two years paſt. My beſt 
<wiſhes always attend your Majeſty, 9 15 ap 7 
if will be my happineſs. = 


kt Oppenheim, Jan. 6, 1794.“ 
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kouſiy followed, to which I muſt invariably 
| adhere, and to which too. I am led by a 
: comparative view of the enlarged policy 
and enlightened underſtanding of that per- 
fon who originally ſtepped forward, in de- 
fiance of calumny, and in deſpite of tem- 
porary unpopularity, to ſave his country 
from this maſs of calamity, It would ill 
become me, who conſider the friendſhip of 


5 Mr. Fox as the honour of my private life, 


and a ſteady adherence to his political prin= 
ciples to be the ſole merit of my public cha- 
racter, to ſtate to you what might be con- 
ceived to ariſe from perſonal predileQion, 
or a partial political opinion. I feel no he- 
ſitation however in referring it to your own 

wiſdom to decide, in calling upon every in- 
dividual, from the prince to the peaſant, to 
determine, after a due conſideration of the 
| reſpeQive | conduct of the preſent Mini- 
ſtry, and of that great ſtateſman, whether 

„ 1 the 


as 


the talents requiſite to ſave the country 


are to be found in the enlightened wiſdom, 


in the capacious mind and the prophetic 
ſpirit of Mr. Fox, or in the miſerable po- 
licy, the time-ſerving expedients and wretch- 


ed ſubterfuges of the preſent Cabinet. 


I have now endeavoured to lay before 


you the ſources of my political action at an 


æra that may truly be ſaid to be not only _ 


big with the fate of this country but of the 
civilized world. I have attempted to ex, 
plain the grounds on which the Revolution 


in France happened ; to eſtabliſh that the 


deadly malady of funding was the diſor- 
der, an annual deficit of nearly three mi : 
lions the complaint; and that in the dif. 
ſolution of the patient an awful and tre- 
mendous leſſon to ſurrounding kingdoms 
is given; a convincing proof that in public ; 


communities, as in individual inſtanc 8, 


. 8s 1 ä 
7 OY of glory lead but to the grave.” 


I have attempted to point out to you, that the 
various component parts of the old regime 
in France naturally led by progreſſive ſteps 


to the ſituation in which they now ſtand; 


and a reference to the. paſt experience of 
. hiſtory, a knowledge of the ſufferings they 


at preſent endure, might not improbably 
lead us to conjecture, that independent of 
our interference a revulſion may happen, 
when individual ſecurity will be SIT 
and property _— EEC | 


1 It has been my with to a the libellous 
inſinuation of the probability of a fimilar re- 


LE volution happening in this country. Unlefs 
| the opprin of the govemment be 
great, and our finangial reſources as ex- 

|  deaygured to ſhew, that no wile policy led 
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trality, that private intrigue occaſioned iz 


and that public calamity has attended it, 1 


| have attempted to explain the evils attending ö 
the ſchiſm artfully created in the Whig party, 


and endeavoured to eſtabliſh the impoliey of 
in future confiding in mant by a . 
rence to their . e 

Oak fub; 60 1. 1 however carefully 
avoided entering on. The management of 
the interior policy. at home forms indeed a 


ſtriking feature in the hiſtory of the preſent 
day. We have ſeen the mild practice of the 


Britiſh law departed from; obſolete ſtatutes 


reſorted to for temporary purpoſes; and tem- 


porary conſtructions attempted to be given 


to known and defined law müth -6f © 
the friendly intercourſe and relation that 


ſubſiſted between the wealthy and the indi- 


gent (the beſt cement to the ſtability of our 
conſtitution) broken down; the ſympathe= 


f "gs ke 


'T 3 73 
nic Pit of confidence and afection chat | 


reighed 1 in'the breaſts of all, annihilated. A 


Iyſtem of eſpionage has ſpread abroad a 


univerſal feeling of jealouſy and doubt: che 
aſſertion of conſpiracy has divided and diſ- 
a jointed the beſt energies of our country. 
The character of the nation has been ca- 


lumniated, the ſpirit of the people belied 
and blaſphemed. On this however at the 


: preſent moment it might be improper to 


dwell. The impending. trials will deter- 5 
mine much. Thank God! the lives of our | 


"countrymen, and our ' beſt intereſts, are 


finally to be confided to the ſolid judgment 


and impartial deciſion of an Engliſh Jury. 


1 
— 


I 


A lt is moſt ſingular, that to deſcribe the n e 
preſent day, we are obliged to have recourſe to a French 


term. To ſuch a ſyſtem Engliſhmen have been ſo little 


| accuſtomed, that mains.» Fader a word! in their lan- 


J have 


E 

js: J have now completed my original inten- 
ton: and if I have defeated the calumnious 
inſinuations that have been thrown out; if 
I have ſhewn plainly and intelligibly the ; 
principles I have acted upon, my object is 
effected. If my language has been ſtrong, it | 


appears to me to ſuit the nature of | the times, 


I entertain no perſonal. animoſity againſt 


any man; ; Political conduct is the only ſource 
of my attack. 1 look not for applauſe, nei- 
ther do 1 apprehend cenſure ; for ! know 


my purpoſe to be honeſt, and the execution 
muſt neceſſarily be ſuch as might ay 


be expected from one who has now cer- 


tainly for the firſt time, moſt probably for 


the laſt, endeavoured to attract the attention 
of his conſtituents or his countrymen. 5 | 


i London, 
Nov. iſt, 1794. 


MYSEVM 
[BRITANNICVM 
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